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The IN TRODUCTION, 


Containing an Account of the Conneétion between the feveral Dif. 
courfes about the Scripture in the feveral Journals ; their depen- 
dance on each other ; with the caufes and occafions of them. _ 


Here are but two things Incumbent on all that are Religious and de 
fire to Serve and enjoy God the one is to find out the true and infal~ 
MB.  lible perfe&t Revelation of the Will of God, our only rule of 
Faith and Osedience , the other is to folloy the direétion thereof in 
allthings. But unto thts good old way, the pomers of Earth and Hell bave 
by all madner of ways oppofed themfelves, aad fuggefte 1 all che Cavils. that 
are pofftble to be devifed , the chicfeft whereof are either anfweredyor obviated 
in thefe Difcourfes.. 
1. It is asked us how we know, and why we believe the Scr ptures 
are the Word of God? 
This we have Anfwered in the following Difcourfe, which being a queflin 
wherein the Minijtry of former Ages bave laboured abundantly ; it is not'to be 
expected that any thing confiderable: fhould be added de novo on this Sub- 
ject, whillt we embrace no novel Opinion about the fame 3 but we have endea- 
voured the exercifeof our beft Fudgment inthe Collecting and Stating thofe 


Evidences of the truth of what we Affirm, that have been moft effectual to. 


fatisfy our own Confcience in the matter. ©; 


nd as we have viewed the ufual Bodies of Divinity, ‘and the Polemical ° 


Difcourfes againt the about the-gueftions under confideration, fo we 
acknowledg the labours of Dr. }.. QO. on thefe Subjedts bave been. moft Sarif- 
fattory, and thereby moft ufefulto.us herein, yet we have endeavoured even 
there, where we have found it convenient to follow others, foto contrad? where 
we thought moft meet, or explain where we fam it necefary, thereby to fet the 
firefs and ftrength of their beft. Arguments.in the cleareft Light me could, as 
“4 render thefe Difcourfes ufeful tothofe who cujoy what is written, by more 
able pens on thefe Subjedts.as well as others: 


Never was it more to. preve tbe Scriptures. infallibly evidencing 


themfelves to be the word of God, than now, fering the Atheifm, Pro- 


fanene(s.Formallity andDecay of Piety:among-us ts fo vifthle,ail which are 


the real Gets of the want-.of a firm belief of, the Scriptures. immediate proce- 

did we believe them to be the Voice of, God » bearken there- 
unto with more attention than is, commonly ufed , and ull 


we 


to.be th. Voice of God,me fhould bearken thereunto with more attention than is . 


commonly ufeds and still we duly beliewe them fo-to be, we cannot believe any 


thing therein Reucaled asweought 
= It is again asked us, bow ignorant and unlearned People may obtain the 


certain dg of -the-mind of God 1 his. Word, when fo mavy wife and : 


aa 


Larned men, do.moltmiferably err about thefame. 
This on ae abi difcourfe about the ways and means of un- 


derflanding the Scriptures, and therein proved that: all perfons may obtain a 


certain 


duly believe them 


Bet. 
a 
4 
ral 
he 
t 

} 
fh 

4 

a 
Py 
45 
“i 
Fe * 
vis 
ty 
4 i 
a 
3 
~ 


TI 


H Cont 
u 
4 the Young Students Library, we having only that part in the compofure. § Si 
6. Itis morcover enquired, bow.we know we have allthe Books that were la 
at firft Divinely Infpired, and yet nomore thanall. y 
This. we bave Anlwered in our Difcourfe, Entituled, The'Canon of the 
Bible, where we bave proved, thatare fo, 
Ibis engnived, whether the Scriptures are a perfeét Ruleof Fath, fi 

Worfbip and Life, without the belp of Oral Traditions, Human Inventi- 7 

Thisiwe have Anfwered in the Difcourfeabout the Canon of.the Bible be- § 

fore memtionedyand there proved the perfetion and fufficiency of the: Scriptures, 


tion of the Bible in its original Purstybyformer Ages. § Seé 
Anfwered and declared in our Difcourfe, entitaled, Critica Sacra. 


The 

i certain knowledg of the fenfe and meaning of the mord, who fincerely defire it. 

: 3. But feeing fome ¢fteem, the Seventy, and others the Samaritan Copy, and 
others the Hebrew, awhich do. greatly differ from each other it is enouired = 
which is the true Copy of the Sacred Orizinal ‘Text 
4 4. Seing all Copies have faffered vartous alterations as fome fuppofes throuch 
_ the length of time, and negligence of the Scribes, 1 ts enquired, how we 
He know whether the Copy we enjoy at prefent, be now the fame it was at firft, = 
(ig without-any matertal alteration. | ben 
Queftions we have Anfmered our Difcourfe about the Integri- 
By ty and Purity Of the Hebrew Bible, wherein me have proved, that the 
4 prefent Hebrew Bible is the only true Copy of the Sacred Original Text; and 
i that it is now the fame it wasat firft, without any material alteration. 
5. But whereas the prefent punctation of the Hebrew Bibley determines 
it the fence of it, fame do fuppofe it was invented by the Jews of Tiberias, 

\As alfo what account we bave in, and Dy the Scriptures themfjelves, 
oe tenes, “This webave fhewed incur Chronologia Sacra, 

And thus bavewe proved che Scriptures. to\be-thevonly infallible pete Scri 
H fect Revelation of the will of God, our only rele of Faith and Obedience, Infic 
whith all men may obtain a\ce'tain the fenfe and meaning of,and \ J 
foall be Judged by, All tht remains for 'us:to do'furtheiryis, enat 
| 40. To:Exhort all perfons toa diligent ufe and Stady of the w-rd of asa 
aa fecing all gueftions about Rel gion areto be'refolved by it aloze. And thisme vide 
ig have done in this Journal in our Difcourfe- concerning ‘the | \ 
| dnd Study of the Scriptures, 
Wherewith me have finifbed our Diftoarfer, tenting Scrip> Per 
i. tures, and commit the whole-totbe bleffing of: Gods the Creator of -all-things, the 
Governour of the World, and the Author ofthe holy Bible, 


de 


The Scvidhiasit of the Divine Original of 
|. the Scripture, confi dered, 


4 


Th Two. Paits.. 


The firft Part, 
Containing a Colleétion of Arguments that da produce 4 moral Set? and 


undoubted on that the Scré are the Word’ ‘of, God. 


184 The Contents the Fir Part, 
I wo forts of Evidences propofed. T ort particu- 
larly confi dered, § Se&t. 2, The Evidence, taken the 
Antiquity and Perfeétion of the Scri at their firft Compofure, 
AS The Argument on The fon Argument, 
Providente' its § 4. The ‘de- 
_fign of the'Scriptures as ‘the only Kile of Life. Se&, The 
of the Church, viz. Thofe'mbo Wrote, tho/e'who Re- 
ceived’, the Sef. 6. The Succefs af the 
§ 7.. An Objeétion azainft the Sufficiency of te 
produce an undoubted | 


~ 


44 


Here two of do ptove 
the Scriptures ‘to be the’ word of ‘God. 
The one is attended with a Moral Certain- 
and an undoubted Opinion. that. the 
Scriptures ate his Word “and: is fpfficient flop tk the Mouths of 
Infidels, and remove or own doubts. 
\ produceth an Infallible: Faith; — we ate 
| enabled firmly’ to believe them foto be, and ‘that as. fedfalty 
as any thing we do believe with Faith Divine, bring | any on 
videncethat cannot deceive 
We begin with the firft fort, arid thofe. are, 
“The Eviilences that do produce a ‘Moral certainty and an 


Per Swation ‘that the ate the Word of God, “or tbe Revelation of 
the Mina and PVillof God 


to Men Yor the Rule of ‘their'O- 
k k bedience. 
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424 Evidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture. 
| Whereby we may be fo fully prfwaded thereof, as not to doubt 
of i. : 
§ Se&.2. The firft Evidence of this fortistaken from, 
The of thefe Writings, confidered with the various Cir 

cumflances thereof. 

| Ort ( 
And onthis Account we fay, That the Firft Writings of Sa- ( 
cred Scripture to wit, the Law of Mo/es,&c. wetc the firft that — ] 


ever were acknowledged to proceed from God to bea Rule of 
Life (whatever elfe hath pr.tended fo to be, was but-of Yefter- 
day, when this was within a few Ages of the FirftMan) And 
yet they were at firft perfe& inthcir kind,admitting of no Addi- t 
tion, but what proceeded from the fame Fountain of Divine In- 
{piration. Whereas the firft beginning of all Humane Arts.and y 
Inventions, are Rude and patie efpecially their, Laws. for n 


is moft.compleat at once; which could not be unlefs.it came from ii 
God ; for the People of Jfrael were an Ignoranr, Unlearned Peo- 
ple, efteemed Barbarous by the wile Greciaas, and Egyptians, and I 


much time, apd takeup ring: unto fuch perfection ; for m 


Man, and Labours of all former Gt 


nerattins 


| ms 

monly occafion and produce good Laws ;. but the Law of Mofes f 
yetthole Learned: Nations in t earch alter VV idem, 
i. and the Knowledge of God, and his Will, did. moft miferablyq)> 
wander in Darknefs ; and. notwith{tanding their-Improvementh = 
| of manifold with the Opportunity of much Time d 
and Experience; the higheft Ateainment of all. their Endeavours Ir 
ip produced.no more than a confufed Reap of Abominable Idola- | 
tries. When aRude and Simple People received Reve- 
‘ft lation a full, clear, compleat, and very glorious Difcovery of ft 
if Divine Nature and-Properties of God, and_his.moft Holy 
if Will, which is an undoubted Evidence of its Procedure from§ it 
34, That which evidently. appeareth to,be the highelt 
“Gnent of Humane Wifdom. and Indultry.‘ mult either be 
1 
] | Or elfe it muft be done by Divine Afiftance (whefe Defign. aad Ne 
a ture too holy to afcrike unto any other,Supernatural Original.) 
the firft Writings of holy Scripture, viz..the Law of Mofes, 
evidently appear to be at the bizhzit Inprowement of Humane Wil 
dome and Indufiry, thatthe Wit. of 


Evidences of the. Divine Original of the Scripture, 


bt nerations could produce , and yet were inmediately and at once compiled * i. | 
by the Penmen thereof. | — 
When they enjoyed none of thofe Advantages which without Divine Aid a 
were indifpenfably to render any work-of that Nature fo perfeét 
ir as this appears to be. , 
There ts on this Account a Moral Certainty, and fuffcient: 
‘ Ground toconclude, That withoat doubt thefe Scriptures are the Werd of y 
a> God ;-or that the firft Writings of boly Scripture were compofed by Mer d 
Divinely afifted, or infpired. 
Deut. 4. §,6,7,8- 
nd V. 5, Behold Ihave taught you Statutes, and Judements, even as A 
li- the Lord my Ged commanded me, i 
In- V.6 Keep therefore and do them for this zs your Wifdom, and sour 
nd Underflanding in the fight of the Nations, which fhall bear all thefe Star 4 
for uses, and fay, Surely thes great Na‘ion is a Wife and Und:rflanding 
ri Pople, Bis i 
fes m 7. For what Nation is there fo great who hah God jo nigh unto | 
m them. | | 
And that hath Statutes and Fudgments fo Righteous as allthis 
nd Lay which I fet before you this day, 
The fame may ftill be faid of the that the bet 
ent Laws,of any Age or Nation are incompatably fhort of the Wit. i 
me dom, Juftice and Equity that appears in this Law of God, the HT 
made atonce, and folong ago. tol 
Se. 4. 2dly, Th: S:cond Evidence infifted on is taken 
oly ate Phe Special Care, and Watchful Eye of Divine Providence attending : 
om its Prefervatton, For, VEW 283 otis 
’-¥€ the Scriptures were not the Word of God, it would be his: 
Titetelt! and we might Reafonabdly expec he would rather leave 
ittd'perith for {peaking falfly ia his- Name, and deluding of 
Miilcitudes Ages) by declaring its felf to be his Word, if 


ont it‘bé' nor, than fo miraeuloufly it, as he hath done, a- 
gaiuft the Rage of Earth and Hell, though the means of | 1ts 

Nel ptéfervation were véry weak; a Apoftatizing 
| Church, bot! Jewith and Chriftian, and they oftea under the 
Abfolute Power of its greateft Enemies, the Chaldean, Grecian, 
aud Roman Empires, who often endeavouréd.to deftroy the; Br- 
ble ; yet hath it been preferved, and that entire,\to. a Miracle, un- 


to 


i 
' 
Seger 


> 


Evidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture, a 

ro this Day, by the Special Care and Kindnefs of God (wo hath 
promifed, That Heaven and Earth fhall pafs aw ay before one Tittle of 
this Law fhall fail, Matth. 5.18) Which fingular Pi ovidence, 
doubtlefs, would never have been fo peculiarly extetded towards 


che Prefervation of the greateit Impofture that ever was in the 


World ; {or fuch thefe Writings muft needs have been, if they 
were not indeed what they declare them‘elvesto be; 2x. the 
Word of God. 


§ Sed. 4. 3dly, The Third Moral Evidence of the Scriptures 
Divine Original is, 

The Defen of the whole, as a Rule of Life: Firft, in Revealing 
God unto Men: Secondly, in Directing Men to come unto the Enjoyment 
of God. 7 


This is the Chief End of Man, and isno where elfe to be 
found ; -but here it fhineth forth with fuch Glorious Luftre as 
could proceed from no other than God himfelf. Hereinthe Na- 
ture of the Divine Majelty is as fully revealed as our Naturesare 
capable to enjoy ; and our own State ani Nature, with the way 
unto Felicity, and the Rule of Life, is fo plainly declared, as 
could proceed from no other Original than what was Divine: 

Becaufe thele Three Things Mankind always were,and {till are 


ata Lofs about; 1,the Way of Right Worfhip, 2. the Way of 


Attonement for Sin, 3. the Nature of true Happinefs. and the 
Way to attain it: All which are fu!ly Revealed in the Scriptures, 
and yet could never be declared fo exa@tly by any other,Way 
than what immediately proceeded from God only ; For as.God 
only knoweth himfelt perteétly, fo he only knoweth his own 
Will, and the way untothe Enjoyment of his Love and Faycur, 
which is fo fully Revealed in and by the Scriptures alone, that 
we may fay, itis there difcovered by God himfelf ; or, it neither 
is, nor ever was Revealed to the Sons of Men. Bur as we have 


already obferved, the Idea we have of his Goodnefs, thar .he 


will Reveal what he doth require: And the expeftation we have 
of the Future Judgment of God, with Refpett to our Confor- 
mity to his Will, gives us ground to believe he hath madea Re- 


velation of his Mind herein ; and this is done in and by theScriz - 


tures only. 10d 
The Fourth Moral Byidence i, 
The Teflimony of the Church, 


But 


- 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of the scripture. 


_ But this Evidence the Papifts extend beyond all Bounds. faying. the 
Ghurch the Pu.ar and Groand of Ti Tim. 3. 5. as 
that by its Authority we receive the Scriptures. ! 
hereas the Church is buile on the Found tion of the Scrip- 
turesof the Apoftles and Prophets, Chrift bimfelf being the Chief Cor- 
ner-(loney Eph. 2. 20 The Scriptures are their Rule and Law, 
by which they are guided, reproved, and fhall be judged. All! 
Authority the Church can pretend unto, is received from, and 
maintained bv the Scriptures only according to the Appointment 
of Jefus Chri. the Head of the Church. It is therefore moft 
ablurd to imagine the Church could give the Scriptures any Au- 
thority over others, wh» are themfelves under its Rule. And as 
tothe Ufe of a Pillar here mentioned, ’tis to hold forth the 
ruth, that ic may be feen, being placed on high: And in this 
e the Church may bea means of Pabiifh ng the Truth to o- 


thers minifterially, t Authoritatively. By the Church 
mi 


we.do not mean the Romifh Synagogue, whofe Secular Intetelt is 
fo nearly concerned herein (and that they fo univerfally follow 
inallthings) that renders their Teftimony of little, or no ac- 
count to any that know them, and their ways. 


_, But bythe Church we mean the peop'e of Gody who fincerely fear, love, 


and ferve bim, in all Places and Ages, who have been of Unfpor- 
ted Reputation in the World, and free from any Interelt to de- 
ceive us herein. Where we may-confider, 
1, Who they were that gave thie Teftimony. 
| 2. What they teftified unto, 
or by what means they did- fo. 
Ax. ho they were, and thefe are, 1/t, Thofe who wrote the Scrip- 
sides Thofe who believed and obeyed them ta all Ages. 
firft as to the Pen Men of 
feverally and joyntly wicneffedthat what they wrote was recei- 
yed-by Infpiration from God, 2 Pet. 1.16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. 
Rev.19. 9. Rev. 22.6. whofe Teftimony is Credible, if we con- 
of their Writing. 


to their Perfons, the Nature and Defign of their Work 


Fadl were not true, the evident 
would bave been done by their / ies, if it bac ) 
their: Harmony among themfelves without Conf piracy-or antecedent 

ments the which they underwent moft of them without of 


the Scriptares, they all of them. 


them: 
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with all Secular Interefts, their Undcquaintance with 
one another. the facility of Convincing them if what they. 
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Reidincey of the Divine Original of the Scripture, ’ 


them without hope of Relief or Recompence tn this World, upon the fole 
account of the Doétrine taught by themfelves, with all other circums 
ftances that are pleadable to evince the Sincerity and Antegrity. of any 
Witnejes whatever, do all concur to prove that they did not follow cun- 
ningly Devifed Fables. 

To confront this Evidence with bare furmifes, x only to manifeft 
what Bruitifh Impudence, Infidelity and Atheifm are forced to retreat 


unto for fhelter. pag. 46. 


aly. Asto their Stile and manner. of Writing, faith he, pag. 47) 


there-are Imprefed on it all thofe Charaéters of a Divine Original that 


can be communicated unto fuch an outward adjuné of Divine Revelation, 
Notwithftanding the diftance of the Ages and Seafons wherein they lived; 
the difference of the Lanzuages wherein they wrote, with the great vas 
riety of their Parts, Abilities, Education, and other Circumftances, 
yet there zs upon the whole, and all the parts of their Writing, that 
Gravity, Majefty and Authority, mixed with plainne{s of Speech, and 
abfolute freedom from all appearance. of Affectation of Efteem: or Ap 
plaufe, or any thing elfe that derive from humane frailty, as muft ex- 
cite an Admiration in all that ferioufly confider them. ‘ft 
On the other hand, the Apocrypha and all other Books, the 
MMifbna Alcoran, or the like, that any ways pretend to come 
from God, have moft evident marks of Human Compofire, 
as far different from what is Divine as Chaff from Wheat,ior 
painted Fire from the burning Flame, Jer. 23. 28,29. 
2/y. In the next place we are to confider, The Teftemony of thofe 
who Riese and obeyed the Scriptures , and thofe were the Saints 
and Martyrs of Jefus Chrift, who as they were che beft compa- 
ny of people in the World for fincerity and honefty in. the 
whole courfe of their lives, fo they Sealed the. Truth:of this 
their Tcitimony with their Blood, even unto death, ie felfi; and 
they had many advantages above and. beyond what we ¢hjoy of 
knowingthe Iruchof thefe things, ‘being near the times where- 
in-the Scriptures were written, 
Secondly. Asto the Matters what it was they. teftified to. 
‘It was nor barely that the Scriptures were. a good Book, able 
to guide us to ‘Heaven, but. that it. was given by. Divine Tnfpita> 
tion, 2 Pet. 1.20, andcame from God : Hence thofe who delivered 
up their, Bibles to: be burned, were. looked on to be.as great 
Apoftates as thofe who denied the Chriftian Religion. i... 
. Thirdly, As vo the Manner wherein. this ‘Teftimony was Givens 
Several of thofe who.gave Teftimony,to.the| Word 
God) had an, Atteftation given. unto cheir Miniftry -by.,Miracue 
Yous Operations, 2. 4. The Miracles 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture 


by the Apoftles, were not properly to prove the Scriptures, for 
the Old Teftament was generally received, and the other was 
not then written; but the Miracles did prove that God was with 
thefe men, who gave this Teftimony to the Scriprures. 

Secontlly, mieny of them confirmed their Teftimony with their 
fuilering to death, and were Martyrs indeed to the truth of what 
they teliified. 

Thirdly, They gave not their Teftimony Cafually, or on 
fome folemn or extraordinary Occafion, but in the whole courte 
of their lives; all they thought, fpake or ated being in Obe- 
dience to the Scriptures, becaufe they believed them to proceed 
trom God ; all which confiderations render their Teftimony ve- 


ry cogent. 


§. Se&. 6. sly. The fifth Moral Evidence of the Divine Ori- 
ginal of the Scriptures, is taken ftom the fuccefs which the Doétrine 
derived folely from the Scripture, and refolued thereinto hath had in 
the World upon the minds and lives of men, efpecially on the firft Preach~ 
ing of the Gofpel. And this appears, 

Fir?, With refpec to the perfons by whom this Doétrine was 
fuccefsfully carried on inthe World. And, Secondly, With re- 


{pe& to the Way and Manner of the Propagation ef it; in both 


which the power of God is or eeroge apparent. ABS 
Firft, As to the Perfons to whom this Work was committed, 


aiz. the Apoftles and Evangelifts; ‘* Thefe were as to their 
Condition in the World, Poor, Low and Defpifeds 
*¢ and as tothe Endowments of their Mind, deftitute of all thofe 
© Abilitics and Advantages which might give them either 
* Reputation or probability of fuccefs in fuch an undertaking, 
Cand all this to be an Evidence, That the Power by which they 


Wrought was of God, 2 Cor.-4. 
Secondly, As s the Means uted he the Subduing the World to 


the Obedience of the Gofpel, *rwould feem moft likely to be-i- 


ther Power to Contrain, or, 2ly. Elequence to perfuade to Embrace 


if, 

But as the Preachers and Profeffors had no Power to Compel, 
as Mabomet ufeth: So onthe other hand they did ftudioufly de- 
cline theufe of thofe Humane Ornaments of Speech, which In- 
tice the World, That the Faith of Chriftians might not fland in the 


Wifdom rf Men, but in the Power of God, 1 Cor. 24,5. 
his Power of God will the more appear, if we confider 


ez Frame the World was in at the Preaching of the Gofpel. 
“a he Fews had the True i Gloried in it ; the Gen- 


tiles 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture. 


- tiles had Arts and Sciences, and in the Repute for Wifdom did §. 
| they Glory. The Supream Government of the World by the } that 
a] Roman Power was founded on the Principle of Conftancy to the that 
Ay Religion they enjoyed, who when fome Books of Numa, the firft {wer 
i Teacher of Religionto them were found, and appeared contra- I 
ci ry to their Eftablifhed Religion, they ordered them tobe burnt, fuch 
ae and at this time was all the World in eafe and peace, wallow- noc 
ing in all cheir Sen(ual Defires. Juli 
ay Now in this ftate of things the Gofpel is brought by poor then 
oh Fifhermen tothe Jews: To leave their way of Religicn and be. fon < 
| lieve in Jefus whom they had Crucified: To the Gentiles to leave M 

| 


the Empty Trappings of Humane Learning as Foolifine(s, and Bt 
Jearn of Illiterate Men a better way to Wifdom and Happinef alfo 
Tothe Roman Power to leave their Gods; and to all the World | 108 | 
to leave all their Lufts and Pleafures. Who could imagine | 2 58 
that they fhould hearken to fuch Mechanicks, with fuch Preach: | Evi 
ments; but hereinthe Mighty Power of God appeared, 'in that J} bit c 
the Gofpel revealed in, and by the Scriptures in the Mourhsof § Yet ' 
Poor Weak Perfons, overcame all thefe difficulties, and brought the . 
the World into fubjeGtion unto it; and by this fuccefs of the B 2! 
Scriptures in the World there is a Moral Evidence of’ their Di- 
vine Original : Not that the Gofpel hath at prefent fuch effi-« 
cacy it had then; for it is efficacious when; where and how fat 
ic pleafeth God, whoalone gives its Increafe. The Gofpel its 
felf having been finned againtt and abufed, ’tis juft with God 
to withdraw that Power'and Prefence which did. formerly at- 
tend it; but ftill whatever God: hath once: put forth ‘his power 
to approve, is thereby fufficiently approved. 
-Thefe and other frch like. Evidences of the Divine Original 
of the Scriptures may:yeild an undoubted perfuafion, and be- 
get a firm Opinion in the minds of fober, humble, intelligent 
and. unprejudiced perfons, that the Scripture is the Word of 
God. Where perfons are prepoffed with invincible’ prejudices, 
either being educated in-anothet Religion, as the Mabometanss or 
given up unto the power of fin and wickednefs ; thefe Argu* 
ments it may be will not prevail immediately to work their af 
fent, becaufe they do not weigh the matter doth 
quire, but they are fufficient for the Convi€tion of Rational and 


Unprejudiced Perfons, and the defeating of Objeétions to the 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture, 


§. Sot. 7. If it be Objetted, That we have no Infallible Certainty, 
that there ever were [uch perfons as the Penmen of the Scripture, or 
that fuch were fo penned by them as it’s famed of them. We An- 
iwer, 

1ft, There is a Moral and Undoubted Certainty of thefe,upon 
fuch evidence as we allow to prove other things; for we have 
no other to prove there were {uch men as Homer, Ariftotle, Ciceroy 
Julius Cefar, &c. and that the Works and ‘Writings afcribed to 
them were theirs; yetthis we allow, therefore cannot in Rea- 
fon deny the other. 

Moreover, We own all former Records and Story of former 
times, yea the defcription of Forreign Countrys we never faw: 
alfo the Title to our Eftates, our Relation to our Parents as be- 
ing their Children, for which we have no more evidence than 
a bare Moral and Undoubted certainty, without any Infallible 
Evidence. Nay ’tis poffible we may be poifoned,by the next 
bit of Vituals we eat, and robbed by the next man we: meet, 
yet we do not fufpe& we thall, and therefore ought not to fufpe& 
the Scripture for want of Infallible Evidence, which yet they 
are not without, as we fhall thew in the next Part. 
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The Evidences of the Divine Original of 
the Scripture, confidered. | 


The Second Part, 


Containing the Grounds whereon the Scripture is believed to-be 
the Word of God, with Faith Divine and Supernatural. 


The Contentsof the Second Part.. 
§ Se&. 1ft, Every Christian ought to believe the Scriptures with Di- 
vine Faith, becaufe they muft fo believe the Dvétrine contained there- 
in on the fingle account of its being declared in the Scriptures. § Sek, 
2. The formal Reafon- of our Faith declared. and proved. That the 
Spirit of God: enlightens our minds and opens the Scriptures, where 
by we bebold ing and. upon the Scriptures themfelves, thofe Infallible 
Charatters of their procedure from God as enables us firmly to be- 
lieve they are bis word. § Se&, 3. Hereupon the Scriptures ave 
propofed on their own Authority. § Se. 4. And fo were at fil 
delivered by the. Prophets and Apoftles. § Sett, 5. Every way where- 
by Ged makes known bis will to men, is. felf Evident. § Sekt. 6. 
The Light and Power a the Scriptnres are felf Evidencing Proper- 
ties. § Se&t. 7. Thefe Tekmeria on the Scriptures are the Voice 
and Teftimony of God that they are bis Word, and therefore we be: 
lieve them fe to be. 


+ 
§ Sec, 1 ft, E come now to the Second fort of Exidence,, am 
that is fuch as doth produce an Infallible Paith 
_ That the Scripture is the Word of God, wherel 
we are enabled as firmly to believe the fame as any thing we do belien 
with Faith Divine and Supernatural, 
~ Our poston Conteft under this Head is with Chriftians, wht 
acknowledge the Scriptures to be the Word of God; a 
a how they ought to believe the fame, and why they fhoult 
0 do, or what is the Formal Reafon of that Faith whereby they are? 
believe the Scripture to be the Word of God as they ought. 
Hereupon we Affirm, That every Chriftian ought to believe ™ 
Scriptures to be the Word of God with Faith Divine, that is the Gift 4 
God and cannot. be deceived, 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of theScripiure. 436 

Beeaufe it % Indifpenfably neceffary te Salvation, that we do believe 
the Truths therein Kevealed, fuch as Fefus Chrift and the Gofpel, with ia 
fuch a Faith wis of the Gift and Operation of God. And thatonly be- bie 
caufe they are contained and declared in the Scripture, asit is the ue 
Word of God ; and we cannot believe any thing Revealed in Scti- ie 
pture,with a better or firmer Faith than we do believe the Scripture | 
its felf, for whofe fake alone we do believe whatever is Revealed in 
it. 

To make this Reafon plain, we fhall prove thefe (everal parti- 
cular parts of ir. 

Firft, That it is indifpenfbly neceffary to Salvation, that we do believe 
the Truths that are revealed in the Scriqture, fuch as thef’, That Fefus 
Chrift is the Saviour of Sinners; that he died for our Sins; and the 


Matth. 16, vy. 16. He that believeth fhallbe faved, but be that be- 
lieveth not, fhallbe damned: 
That which they were to believe was the Gofpe):. Verfe r5. Go _.. 


preach the Gofpel; That is, the Grace of Ged in Jefus Chrift, asic 
is revealed in the Gofpel.. 

John 3. 16. God fo loved the World, that he gave bis only begotten 
Son, that whofoever beleveth on him, foould not perifh, but have everla- 
Sting Life. V.36. He that believeth on the Son, hatk everlafting Life, | 2 
aud he that believeth not the Son, fhall not fee Life, but the Wrath of » 
God abideth on him. 
- John 8. 24. If ye belicv2 not that I am be, ye fhall die in your | 

ins, 
: Aéts 4.12. Neither isthere Salvation in any other , for there ts none. 
other Name under Heavcn, given among. Men, whereby we muft be 
faved. | 
f 2dly, The Faith whereby we muft thus believe in Fefws Christ, and 
the Gofre),. is the Gift and Operation of God, and wrought in us by his. 
M4 2.8. ByGrace ye are faved, through Faith, and that not of 
our felves, it is the Gift of God. 
Phil. 1. 29. Unto you itis given inthe behalf of Chrift, to believe 


on him. 
Match. 11:25. At that time Fefus anfwered and ftid,t thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, becaufe thou aft bd thefe things 
from the wife and prudent, and haft revealed them unto Babes. , 
V. 27. Noman knoweth the Son bnt the Father, neither knoweth any 
mean. the Father fave the Son, and he to whomfoever the Son will reveal 
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~~ Beidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture. 
Johu 6 44. Noman camcone unto me except the Father whichbath 
Col. 2. 12. Throughthe Faith of the Operation of God... 
Gal. 5.22. But the Fruit of the Spirit Fathe 
1 Cor. 12.3. maucan fay, that Fejns the Lord, but by the 
8.9 Nowif any Man have uot the Spirit of Chrift, heisuone 
of his (let none therefore {coff. at the help of the Spirit of God. ) 
Thitdly, We bedieve that Fefus is the Chrift, and all other Truths 
Revealed inthe Scripture, only becaufe the Scripture fo declareth them, 
If it be asked, Why we believe that Fefus Chrift the Son of Godjand 
the Saviour of S:nuers ? itis anfwercd, Becaufe God, that cannot 
iye, hath declared itin his Word, which is the Sctipture,, Jobn 20, 
30, 31. And many other figns truly did Fefus in the prefence of bis Dif- 
ciples, which are not written in this Book. day 02 
V. 3x. But thefe are written that ye might believe that Fefus isthe 
thrift the Son of God, and that beibeving, ye might bave Lefethrough 
Hereupon ’tis faid, John 3.33. He that hath received bis TeRimse 
bath fet to bis Seal, that God w true. 
_ For all Faith is built on Teftimony ; and Divine Faith refpeéts 
wo. things, firft, That the Teftimony be:made by the Veri- 
the God of Truth; -and fecondly,: That i be evidertly the 
Tcftimony of God. Now the Scripture is the oaly Teftimony 
which God, hath.given unto Men, that Jefts isthe Chrift,the Savi- 
our of Sinners, fince the Times of the Apoftles ; and thercfore uns 
til they do believe rhe Scripture is the Word of God, they do not 
believe Jefus Chrift to be the Son of God, and the Saviour cf Sine 
ners, which in our Age, and long before cur Time, God hathim- 
mediately and exprefly himfeif declared: and teftified only in and 
by his Word; and therefore with that Faith whereby we.do bélieve 
the Scripture is the Word of God, with the fame, and nobetter, do 
we believe that Jefus Chrift isthe Sonof God. fad 
If then we muft believe in Jefus Chrift withFaith Divine; or Su- 
which is the Giftand Operation.of God, and: Fruit of 
is Holy Spirit, with the {ame muft we believe the Scripturestobe — 
the, Word of God; for until we fo do, we do not believe anything 
that is therein Revealed to.us with Divine. Faith, which isthe Git 
and Operation of God. And» thus. have we proved:this Pofie 
every Chriftian ought to beliewe the Scripture te be the Word of 


| God, with Faith Divine, that is the Gift and Operation of God. 
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Evidences of the Divine Original if the Scripture. 
Self. xd. Herevipot we are 'to engitite, that Flith is wrought 


in 15, Or given ‘whereby me do firmiy the' Scripture be the 


WV. of God with Baith Div-ne. And this will‘lead vs to the fc rinal 
Reafon of' our Paith, “why we co believe t It fo to be. And we 
fav, 

fhe spirit of God doth enlighten or Minds for the understanding of 
the Scripture, and alo doth open'the Scristure’ its fe f to our Enhight-~ 
ved Under tandings. or Minds, whereby we do behold in thé Scriptures 
them floes (when fo opened to us, aud our Minds thusEntightned thofe 
Tekmtria, or Infatlible Charatter's of the Scrittures immediate Proce- 
dure from God, as enasles us frimly and freely to beheve it ws indecd the 
iVord'of God, And bere isthe Forma? Reafon onr Faith, with the 
way whereby it iseffefted.._ 


Sorae perhaps may not ‘tinderRand fortis written! 


Men bave not Faith, 2 3.2. and they who'have it not, canhor! 
tell what ’tis when 1 it’s told them, like Nicodemue, thovgh a Ruler in | 
Ifrael, Yohn.3. 

Such not to def fe they do not underftand bit fhoild 
pray to God to enable them to believe, without wich they cannot 
b: faved, Mark 16, 16. 

Three Things are in this Pofition Afferted, and every one of 
them is fufficieitrly, ‘teftified the Scripture. 


"Firtt, “Fhat" the Spi of God doth enilighten our mids to und rfland 


the 

Luk. 24. 45. Then opened be their ‘Underflandigs, > ‘tha they mi, ight 

Pfal. 119. 18. Open thou mine that may‘ bebo wondrous 
things out’ thy ITA MOULD 2.) 

_Ephef. r. 17, 18, 19. “That the God our Lord Fefus ‘Chrift, the 
Father of Glory, ‘way give’ unto’ you the Spirit of Wiflom ‘and Revela- 
tion in the of him, the Eyes of your Underfinndings being 
enlightned, that’ you may know what the hope calling, and what 
the’ Riches of the Glo the Inberitance in theSaints, ‘and what is 
the exceeding gréeath ick bis Power to- ‘uf- who © 


“aly.” The Spuit God dot the ‘to our Un 


none of the Princes of this World knew, for bad 


own it, they would a have crucified the Lord of Glory. 
‘as it yritten, fn ‘bath nor Ear heard, 


have entred tuto the. Heart the. tangs whic God bith: 


~ 


Cor. 2. 758; Ty. r2, peak the: Wifdom of Ged 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture. 


V. 10. But God hath revealed them to us by his Spirit; for the 
Spirit fearcheth all things, yea the deep things of God. ge: 
V. 11. The thingsof God knoweth no many but the Spirit of God. 
Now we bave Received the Spin which us of God 

that wz mizht know the things that are freely given to ws of God, 

Luk. 24. 32. Ard they faid one to another, did not our Hearts burn 
within us while be epened to ws the Scriptures. 

So that as our minds are enlightned — tounderftand the Scri- 
ptures, fothe Scriptures muft be opened, and fo prefented to our 
enlightned Underftandings ere we perceived thofe excellencies 
in them which evidence them tobethe Word of God.. 

And this leads us‘to the Proof of the third part of this Pofi.. 
tion, which is this, 

That there are evident Tekmeriah, or Infalible Evidences in the 
Scripture it felf, that prove it is the Word of God which appeareth to 
bolt whofe Underftandings are enlightned, and to whom the Scriptures 
are duly opened ; which evidences fo appearing, do thereby become the 
Formal Reafon of our Faith as it ws Divine. — This being the main 
thing to be proved, we muft the longer infiftthereon. Where- 
upon we fay, 


1. That is the forizal Reafon whereon we dobelieve, which the. 
Scripture propofeth as the onlyReafon,why we fhonld Jo do,and this is their 
own evidence of their procedure from God ; fir God requireth the opts 


pofing uf the Scriptures themfelves-unto men with the due explication of the 


fame without any regard to other Evidence of their procedure from God thas 
what appeareth in them and by them. 


Befide, the cornmon Inducement often exprefied, thus faith the. 


L.rd, there are particular teftimonies onthis.account. 
Deut. 31.11,12,13. When all Ifrael is come to appear before the Lord. 


thy God in the place which he fhall chufe, tbou fhalt read this law before 
al Tfrael,in their bearing, that they —and their Children which have . 
not known iny thing may bear and learn to fear the Lord your God.Here-:. 
upon we fay,char which by the appointment of God is to be pro-, 
poled unco them that know nothing that they may believe that 

isuntothem the forma! Reafon of their believing , but this is the,, 


written word, Thou shalt read this lav unto them who bave known 


nothing, th it hey may bear and learn,Vid. Dr. J.O. on th: Reafon ob. 


faith, p 


Ifaiah 8.19, 20. Aud when they, {ball fay unto you, ck unto them 
‘bat Lave familiar -fpirits,8c.To the lap-and to the Teltimony, if they; 


veak not according to thieword, it ws becaufe there no light in them 


“ere we fee that when Diabo ical Revelations, and the like, § 
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the ftand in Competition with the Scripture, we arefent to the Scri- 

pture its felfto prove its own evidence and excellentcy,of which 
. _ at hath peculiar marks, as appears by the following Scripture- 
rod Now that mutt {peak alone for its felf, which muft try the {pcak- 
ad. ings of all but its felf, yea its own alfo; but unto the Law only 
are fent in this matter. | 

: | Jer. 23.28, 29. The prophet that hath a dream let him tell-a Dream, 
ti- and be that hath my word let bim fpeak my word faithfully : what is the 
ur chaff to the wheat faith the Lord? is not my word like as firey faith the 
Les Lord? and like an hammar that breaketh the Rock in pieces > 

Here Seducers ftand in Competition with thofe that bronght 

fi - tlie word of God ; but the very propofal of the word of God, and 
thereby the comparing it with the dreams of deceivers, difcovers 

the its being the word of God, as Chaff and Wheat are found to dif- 
to fer upon trial. So that we do not fay, the Scripture isthe word of 
res God, onlv becaufe it faith fo it is, but becaufe it doth fo declare its 
the felf to be Gods word, as that it doth thereby evidence its felf fo 
In to be, it did fo toall that received it from God, and as fuch were 


os all bound to believe and obey it. egal 
— Luk. 16.27, 28, 29, 30. 31. Abraham faith unto bim, they have Mo- 
| fes and the prophets let them hear them: and he faid, nay, father Abraham, 
the. but if one went unto them from the dead they would — And he faid 
neir unio him, if they bear not Mofes and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
0 frraded though one rofe from the dead. Here. it 1s in its own evidence 
the preferred to Miracles. tt 
ban John 20. 30. 31. But thefe are written that you. might believe that 
Jefus is the Chrijt the Son of God and that believeing you might have life 
the through his name. 
2 Pet 1. 16,175 18, 195 20, 214 For we have not followed cumingly 
ord ; devifed fables ~ but were eye Witneffes of bis Majefly—and this voice 
fore, which came from beaven we beard — we alfoa more fure word of 
prophefy hereunto you do well that ye take heed as unto a light foining 
re-. in a dirk place sfor prophefy came not -in old time by the will of many but 
Loly men of God f as were moved by the boly Ghoft. 


hat 2 Pct.3.2. Rom 16.25, 26. Here the felf-evidence of the 
the, Scripture is declared t0 be more certain thana-voicc from Heaven. 
own Thefe Scriptute-Tcftimonies -declaring that they, .eviderice 


106. | themfelves to be the word of God, ought to be received by all 
_ that on any account do own them,fo to be,,who fay they own 

bem they are fo, but deny they evidence themafelves fo to be , to. them 

they: ™ we prove they exprefly declare they evidence themfelves to be 

bem: Mm the word of God, and as the Prophets and Apoftles weic to be 

ike, believed onthe fole accountof the evidence there appeared int 

and § word of God delivered by them, where it wasto be difccrne 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture, 
from-the deceits of Seducers on pain of damnation, fo it is: the 
Scripture its felf as written that is propofed unto us as the Objeg 
of our faith, and no other Reafon is propofed, either asa motive 


to Encourage or an Argument to Affure us that we fhall not be. 
miftaken, but only its own divine Original and Authority, — 


§ SeG.4. 2.For on. what Ground foever men were obliged to re- 
ceive and believe Divine Revelations when made unto them by 
the Prophets and Apoftles, on tlre fame are we obliged to receive 
and believe them now they are made unto us in the Sctiprure 
the Writing being by divine Infpiration. But the Prophets and. 
Apoftles barely delivered the word of God in the Name of God: 
unto the people, faying, Thus faiththe Lord, and fo did deceivers: 
Yet the of the one was to be received on pain of damnation, 
and the other to be reje€ted on the fame hazard, only one eviden- 
ced its felfto be the word of God and the other did not. T he Scri- 
ptures are called the Oracles of God, Rom. 3. and all Oracles were 
to be received on their own teftimony or not at all; and though 
fome wrought Miracles, others wrought none, but all pleaded 
their Divine Infpiration as the Reafon wherefore their Word 
ought tobe believed. and obeyed. 


§. Sed. Thirdly; God’ Revealeth himfelf Three Several 
Ways to the fonsof men, which Revelations do fuffciently evidence. 
themfelves to thofe Faculties of the Soul whereunto they are made. . 

Firft, God-declares himfelf, his Power and Authority by’ the 
jnnate ‘Light of Nature, Rom. 2.14,85. The Gentiles. which bave not 
the Law do by. Nature the things contained in the Law—fhewing the work 
of the Law written in their bearts, thetr Confciences alfo bearing witnefs ; 
and their thoughts in the mean time exeufing or accufing one. another... 
Secondly, He doth it by his works both of Creation and Provi 

works praife thee, Pfal 145 .10,8¢c.The heavens declare the glor 
of God, and the firmament-telleth the works of bis bands. 8c. Pal. 19. 
¥,2,3.4. Jub cap. 37, cap. 38,cap. 39. 14. 15516, 17. cap.17 
24, 25, 26, ti Rom. 1. 18, 19, 20. For thar which may be known 
God ts manifeft in them, for God fhewed it-unto them: forthe Invifi 
things of bim: from- the Creation of the world, are clearly feen, being ut- 
derftood by the things that are made, even his Eternal Power and Godbetil. | 
"Thirdly, God Reveals him(elf by his word unto our faith. 
- And every one of thefe feveral Revelations have a ftamp or Im 
of God upon them, whereby they evidence themfelvest 
the voice of God in what they fpeak unto that power of the 
Soul whereunto theybelong. 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture. 

Fi, The ‘Voice of God in Nature declares itt felf to be from 
God, by its own light and Authority ; Confcience Speaks from 
God without the Churches Licen‘e or any external Fetimony 

Secondly, The Works of God have that !mpreffion upon them 
of their being wrought by him,that they evidence themfelves to 


be the works of God to every one that duly confiders them,and to 


fucn they declare what God fpeaketh in them and by them, 

Thirdly, Asto his Word. This the Pfalmift declares, Pfal.1 38.2. 
He hath magnified above all his Name. 

His Name isthar by which he maketh himfelf known, which: 
he hath done moft compleatly in and by his Word, which there- 
fore he hath ftamped with more Eminent Marks of its procedure 
from himfelf, than on other ways, whereby he revealed himfelf 
more obfcurely to the Sons of Men. If then the lower, more 
imperfeét and obfcure Revelations of God to Men, do Evidence 
themfelves without further Teftimony, much more may his 
Word fo do. 


Seét. 6, Fourthly, Asthe Scripture it felf declares it is its own E- 
vidence, {o there are innate Arguments, or particular Tekmeria,and 
Infallible Marks onthe Scriptures,whereby they evidence themfelves 
to be the Word of God unto thofe who yet.do not on'any Acconnt 
acknowledge them fo to be. | 

There are Two Things that are accompanied with a Self-eviden- 
cing Excellency ; and every other thing doth fo, fo far as it is Par- 
taker of their Nature, and no otherwile. Now thefe are, 1't.Lighty 
2dly,Power for, or in Operation.Vid.Dr. J.O.on te divine Original 
of the Scriptures, p2g:72: 1ft.Light manifefs and whatever ma- 
nifests its felf is Light, Eph. 5.13. When the Sun ‘fhineth there 
needs no Teftimony-to thofe who are not blind, that it doth fo ; 
Nor can any ching et Ot Pe Light, in any fenfe, that doth 
not evidence itfelf. God is Light bimfelf, 1 Joba = 1 Tim. 6. 
16, Dan.2.22. And as he isthe Fountain of Light, whateyer 
hath moft of bisimagehathLightalfO&. 

Now the co is Light, Pla). 19. 8, The Commandment of the 
Lord is pure, enlightning the Eyes. DAS 

105. Thyword is Lamp unto my and a Light wn- 
V. 130. The Enterance of thy Words giveth Ligtt, it giveth Under. 
"Prov. 6. 23. For the Commandment is a Lamp; and the Law is Light; 
which fo fhineth with the Majefty of ‘its Author, as that it manifeft- 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of the Scripture. 
istherecalled.. Now the leaft degree of Light evidenceth its felf, 
much mote fo great a Light asis the Word of God; which though 
it be a Mcral or Spiritual Light, it as truly evidencet!1 its {elf as the 
Natural Light ; for with refpe& thereunto alone is it called Light 
fhining upon and before the Mind, as the other doth before our bo-. 
dily fight; but asthe bliad cannot behold the one, fo thole whofe: 
Minds Sathan hath blinded, cannot behold the other, though it be: 
a glorious Light. | 

2 Cor. 4. 2, 3: 4. But if our Gofpel be bidy. it is bid to them thut ave. 
lofy in oe the god -of this world bath blinded the Minds of them that 
believenot, lest the Light of the Gofpel of Christ, who isthe Image of 
God, fhould (hine unto them. 

Now this Light is nothing but the beaming of the Majefty, Truth, 
Holine(s and Authority of God,. left upon it by.the Holy Gholts diftin- 
guifhing it by Infallible Tckmecia, from the Predatt of any Creature. 
By this itdives into the Confciences of Men, into all the fecret Re* 
cefles of their hearts, guides, teachcs, dire&tsy judges in and, upon 
them,in the Name, Majefty and Authority of God: This Light 
evidenceth its felf. wherever and however: it comesto us by the 
Ghurch or Tradition, Providence or.Accident : for though aChild 
bring a Light intoa Room, it fhincth as welk.as if.any ocher 
brought it, pag. 80, 

_ Secondly, As Light, fo Power evidenceth it felf; So doth Fire by. 
its Heat, the Wind by its Noife, : 

Now the Scripture iscalled, the Power of God. Ron. 1.16. | 

The Gofpel is ths Power of Gods Cort1. 18 Cap.2. 5. 
2. The Scripture is able, or powerful... 

2 Tim. 3. 15. Ableto make wife toSalvation. . | 

Jam. 1. 21. The word is able to fave our Souls. . 
~ A&s20. 32. Icommend you to theWord of -bis grace, which is able 
tobuild you up, and to give you an Inheritance among all them that- are 

Heb. 5. 12. For the Word of Cod isqnick and powerful, and {harper 
than any two edged Sword, piercing even to the dividing afunder of Soul 
and Spirit, and of the Joynts and Marrow, and. is a.difcerner of the 
Thoughts and Intents of the Heart. AT or 

By Vertue of this Power it brought forth Fruit in a!l the World; 
Col. 1.6. without Sword (or for the raoft patt Miracles) without 
Hnmane Wiidom,or Oratory, or any Inducements but what were 
taken folely ond meerly from its felt; bath it exerted this its Powet 
and Efficacy td the Conqueft of the World, caufing Men of 
orts, mall Times and Places fo.t0 fall down before. its 
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Evidences of the Divine Original of theS cripture. 
thority, as immediately to' renounce all that was deat to them in 
the World, and to undergo whatever was dreadful, terrible and de- 
ftructive to Nature in all its deare!t Concernments, Ibid. pag. 86. 
Hereby are Sinners converted, Mens Natures changed, and its daily 
EGicacy herein isacontinued Miraclé.° 

So thatthe Scriptures have that Glory ofj Light and Power ac- 
companying of. them, as wholly diftinguifherh them by Ifallivie 
Signs and Evidences from all Words and Writings not Divine. 
conveying their Truth and Power into the Souls and Conf ences of 
Men, with an infallible certainty, Idd. p.88. On this Account are 
they received by all that receive them as from God, who have any 
real diftinguifhing Foundation of their Faith. 


§ Se#. 7. Toconclude all, Faith is founded on Teftimony 5 and 
as the Teftimony is, fucl is the Faith that is buile thereon; if the 
Te(timony be humane, the Faith that:is grounded thereon can be 
no more than humane alfo;-for no Effeet can be greater than its 
Caufe. But it the Teftimony be Divine and Intallible,. fo is the 
Faith that isbuile thereupon. Wherefore if ic be asked us, why we 
believe thofe Do&rines of the Gofpei that areindifpenfiby, neceflary 
to Sa) vation. to be believed with Faith Divine. 

_ We.do fo believe thems, becaufe the God of Truth hath declared 
them fo. to be; requiring ouf receiving of them with fuch‘a Faith. If 
we be asked, where he hathrdeclared this, weanfwer, in the Scrip- 
tures; for they doin the Name of Goi {peak ‘thefe things unto us. 

If moreover it beenquired of us, why we do believe the Scrip- 
tures are what they declare themfelves in the Name of God to be, 
viz. the Word of God; we anfwer, We'do belicve them fe to be, 


Becaufe the Authority and Veracity of God do manifest them[elves Ly . 


Infaluble Tckmeria, or Evidences imprintedon, and left upon them by 
the Holy Ghof ; whereby God himfelf hath tettified, that they are bis 
Word. . Thefe. Properties of-Scripture being no other chan the ve- 


ry Finger and Voice of God, leaving all Men moteinexcufable,wha 


reject.or defyife the fame, thanit one came from the Dead, or a 
Voice from Heaven had proclaimed thele things, &e, 


And thnshave wecoafidered the Evidences of the Divine Origi- : 


nal of the Scriptures: 
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‘The Ways and Means of Underftanding 
the Scriptures, briefly Declared and De- 
fended. 


The Contents. 


Sect. 1ft. Tt is the Will of God bis People flould Underftand his 
Mind in bis Word, and it is their Duty fo todo, Exinced. §: Se&.2, 
The Special Affiftance of the Spirit of God ts Indifpenfibly Necef- 
fary to the Underflanding of bis Mind Proved ; the Way and Man- 
ner thereof Declared. § Se&. 3. The several Ways and Means of 
UnderStanding the Mind of Godin bis Word, particularly Confider- 
ed, Juch are frequent Reading ‘of the Word with care. Obferving 
‘the Analogy of Faith. The Defign and Scope of the Place, Ante- 
_cedents and Confequences: As alfo frequent Prayer, with-a Readinefs 
to Receive and Obey the Truth, to grom thereby. -And a due Atten- 
dance on the Ordinances qvine | the fame. The Knowledge 


of 
the Languages wherein the Scriptures were Originally Written. Of 
Hiflory and Chronology. Of the Arts or Methods of Reafoning. The 
Labours of our Predecefors in. the Minifiry.;and the like. 


§. 1 ‘we into the Particular Way 
| Means of Underftanding the Mind of God in 
his Word, it is neceflaryto prove,. . 
That it is the Will of God to bave his People Underftand bis Mind 
in bis Word themfelwes, aud ‘tis their duty fo todo, it being indu- 
{trioufly Oppofed by the Papifts, under the pretence. of the 
Obicurity thereof; thereby to the peo- 
ple from the ufe of the Bible. ..... cows 
Firft, That the Scriptures were at firft delivered to all the 
people of God, and committed to Their Care and Keeping 
and never were confined tothe Priefts only, which they would 
have been, had they been only for the Ufe of the Clergy. 


Pfal. 147.19. He fheweth bis Word unto Jacob. bis Statutes and 
bis Judgments Tfrael. ord unto jacob, 
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The Ways and Means of Understanding the Scriptures, 


Mal. 4. 4. Remember ye the Lam of Mofes, My Servant. whj 
commanded bitmin Horeb, for All Mfrael, with the tad 


Secondly, All perfons are commanded to walk by the Direati: 
on thereof, and fhall be Judged thereby, and shedeSont: hed 
need to underftand it themfelves. Ecclef: 12.13. Let ws bear 
the conclujton of the whole matter, fear God and keep his Commadments, 


for this is the whole duty of maw: v.44. For God fhall bring every 


work into judgment with every Jecret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it.be evil. 


John 12: 48. The word that I have fpoken the fame fhall judge 
1M. 

Thirdly, All perfons are commanded to teach their Childres 
the Laws of God, and to meditate therein, and. commended 
for fo doing; which would have been. unlawful wf the Scri- 
ptures didnot belongto.them, — | 

Deut. 6. 4. Hear O Jfrael. 
wes 6. Thefe words which I command.thee, this-day fhall be in th 

art. | 

V.7. And thou fhalt teach them diligently unto thy Children, and 
foalt talk of them when thou futeft in thy -boufe, and when thou walk- 
eft by the way, and when: thou. lieft down, .and when thou rifeft aps: 

1,22 Blefed isthe man, whofe delight is in the Law of the 
Lord, and in his Law doth meditate both day and night. = 

'- Fourthly, God -hath appointed fufficient means to enable all 

thofe who fincerely defire the knowledge of his. Will to attain 

thereunto, as fhall appear by an Enumeration of thofe ways 
atid means he hath appointed for the fame in the following. 

_ Finally, The Abfolute Neceffity and Incomparable Excellen- 

cy of the Knowledge of the Scriptures, with the Special Care- 
and Kindnefs of God in Delivering them to his People in their: 
Common Tongue, do fufficiently prove it the Duty of all Per-- 
fons to acquaint them‘elves wath the Bible. 


' §. Se@. 2. Having proved it to be the Will of God ‘his Peo- 
ple fhould’ Uladerftand his Mind in.his Word, and their Duty. 

fo todo ; we proceed £6 inquire into the Way.and Means of 
Underftanding the fame; which are of two forts. Firft, Such: 

that require Divine Affiftance : And Secondly, Such as require bus 

mane Indu ry only. 

Astothe firit fort it: is neceffary; That’ we prove the Indi- 
fpenfible Necefiry of the Affiftance of the Spirit of yond 
enabic. 
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The Ways amd Means of Onder jtanding the tribtuves, 


- @nable us duly to underftand his Mind in his Word, who isthe 
‘Principle Efficient Cauie of the true Knowledge thereof, 


And We fay 

That the Holy Sp'rt of God Enlightning our Minds ‘in the 
Exercife of our own Reafon or underftanding,’ and im the ‘Ue 
of the Means appointed of God unto'that End isthe only fafe 
Guide to bring us unto the full Affarance of the Mind and Wij] 
of God as Revealed in the Scriprutes. 

Pial. 119. 18. Open-thou»mine Eyes, that'I may behold wonderful 
things out of thy Lap. 

Here the Pfalmift prays to have God open -his Eyes, which 
fhews he needed Divine Aid. | 

Eph. 1. 16, #7, 18, 19. Making mention of you in our Prayers, . 

V.17. That the God of our Lord Fefus Chrift, the Father of Glory, 
may give‘unto you- the Spirit of Wifdom and Revelation, in the know- 
ledge of him,‘ the Eyes. of ‘your Underftandings being Enlight- 
ned; that you may know what is the Hope of bis Calling, and mbat the 


Riches of the Glory of the Inheritance in the Saints, and what is the 


xceeding Greatnefs of bis Power to us-ward, who believe. : 
For thefe Epbefians, the Apoftle prays they ee ar have the 
Eyes of their Underftandings Enlightned by the Spirit of God 
though they were as W ife,as-Rationa] and every way as Learned: 
as any of the. Mafters of Reafon in our time. we 
Indeed if our ‘Minds are not‘Corrupted and Depraved, we 
need not the Gofpel or its Grace ; but if they are, wé cannot 
Underftand the Mind of God therein without ‘fpecial Tlumi- 
nation. 
Mat.11. 25. Z thank thee, O Father, — that thou haft bid thefe 
things from the Wife.and Prndent, and Revealed them to Babes. 


Mat. 13.11. Unto you it is given to know the Myfteries of God, 


John 16.13. When the Spiritof Truth is come, be -fball guide you 
into all ‘Truth, 7 

1 John 2. 20 You bave an Unétion from the Holy One, and yon 
know all things. V.27.The anointing which you have Received of him, 
abideth in you, and you. need not that any teach you, but as the fame 
anointing teacheth you of all things, and ws truth, and is no lie, and 

As the anointing of Kings and Priefts did repréfent theit 
Receiving of Gifts and Abilities‘of:the Spirit of “God, for the 
Office whereunto they were called, fo here the Illuminating 
Affiftance of the fame-Spirit is reprefented by this anointing, m 
iving us a true and certain Knowledge of the Mind-of God # 

word, whereby we may be preferved in the Right Way 
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briefly Declared and Defended. 448 


the to Salvation, notwithftanding the Errors and Delufions th 
| abound in the Place and Age wherein we live. 137 
zi ~ Fot'as all Divine Truths, neceffary to be known and believed 
thé unto Salvation, are revealed in the Scriptures; fowe are en- 
Ufe abled to know Affuredly, and to believe Stedfaftly thofe Truths 
fafe by the Affiftance of the Spirit of God alone, who és Truth, and 
il us no lye. | 
Job 36.22. Behold God exalteth by his Power, who teacheth like 
j ohn 6.45. They fhall be all taught of God, every man therefore 
ich faith Chrift, that bath heard and learntd of the Father ae ae 


om Weare in thenext place to confider, how the Spirit of God 
sry, dot enable us to underftand the Mind of God in his Word, 
LOW and affure and afcertain us of the true fenfe thereof. 

sht- And this he doth by Enlightning our Minds in the Know- 
the ledge of the Things Revealed in the Scriptures, by removin 


the the Natural Blindnefs, and the Depravity of our Minds, an 
setae our Vifive Faculties; and alfo Explaining the Scri- 
the ptures themfelves to our Enlightned Minds; whereby we arc’ 
; 3 enabled, not only ‘to believe the Scriptures themfelves are the 
ned § §=Word of God, bur alforhat the Truths fo Revealed to us are 
gq no other than the True and Certain Senfe and Meaning of thofe 
We Sacred Oracles: 
not This Work of the Spirit is defcribed in the Scripture by 
mi: Opening our Eyes, Pfal. 119.18. The Enlightning the Eyes of our 
rhefe ~ Luke 5. 20. ‘Th 
 underftand the Scriptures. | | 
John 5.20. We know that the Son of God ts come, and hath 
given us Underftanding, that we may know bim that true we are 
faid to be tranflated out of Darknefs into Light, 1Pet.2.9. 
you delivered from the Power of Col. 1-13. Aad who 
him, were Darknefs are become Ephef, 
fame ~dris morcover exprefled by Teaching, Guiding, leading in- 
and to the Truth, Jobn 6.45. Chap. 16.13. 1 fobn 2. 20, 27. Herein 
Gods Affiftance is fo far from being Inconfiftant with our Ex- 
heit ercile of the Faculties of our Minds, as it is Infeparable from it. 
the Jf he teach: we muft areend co dearn ; he never leads us blindfold, 
ring only enables us te fee what we did nor perceive before. © it 


en opened bé their Under Standings, ‘that. they 


or. 4..6.. God who commanded the Light fhine'out of 
into our Hearts, to gave the Light of the of the 
Nag Glory of Gol inthe Face'of Chr 
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The Ways and Means of Underflanding the Scriptures, 


By this Work of the Spirit, all the Caufes of Error are remo: 

ved which proceed from the Natural Vanity and Darknef of 
the minds of all men, whereby the mind is kept off from. dif- 
cerning the Glory and Beauty of Spiritual Truch, and fo doth 
eafily become vain, asalfo from the Effects of our Corrupe 
Afeétions, our Pride and Carnal Confidence, the love of Ho. 
nour and Praife among Men, a pertinacious adherance unto 
Hi it Corrupt Traditions and Inveterate Errors, Spiritual Sloth, a 
tis" Love of Sin and the Temptations of Satan blinding our Eyes, ) 
ae 2 Cor. 4. 4. All which Difpofitions to Error are removed by the | 
Hae Gracious Operations of the Spirit of God Enlightning, Quick. 
ning and Santifying of us. 


a 


{ §. Seé#. 3. Having thus proved the Pofibiliry and Duty. of all 
BH Ah perfons underftanding the Mind of God in his Word, and the 
Neceffity of the Affiftance of the Spirit co. enable us thereunto, 
Hed aad declared the Way and Manner thereof, we proceedto Con- 

hee fider The Particular Ways and Means appointed for the due Kaow- 
ih ledge, Underftanding and right Interpretation of the Scriptures, which } 


being not fubje€t to Oppofirion, as the foregoing Pofitions 
were, that were Introductory thereunto, we need not enlarge P 
upon them, or domuch more than name them, having proved , a 
thofe things that have been molt called into suction about, f 
them: And thefe Means are either fuch as are Abfolutely Neceffary : 
or, 2ly. Such as doconjift in the due Improvement of rhofe that are fo. 
And of the Firft Sort is, | ‘ 
Firft, The diligent Reading of the Scriptures, wich a due ‘ 

Confideration of what we read. The Law was.to be read pub- 
Jickly of old, and a frequent fixed Meditating thereon is oft come 
manded and commended. The whole 119th Pfalu is a Com- 
ment upon this Subject. 

For by a frequent Reading of the Scriptures, though but 
curforily, whereunto all Chriftians ought to be exercifed from 
their Youth; 2 Tim. 3. 15. Deut.6.6, 7,8. many advantages are 
attained. for hereby the-Minds'of ‘men are brought into a ge- 
Acquaintance with the Nature and Defign ‘of the Book o 

sod, and come tu kuow diftin@ly what things are treated 
in the particular Books of it, and hereby exercife themfelves 
in the thoughts of Heavenly their Minds in- 
fenfibly furnifhed with due Conceptions of God and theméelves; 
and are often influenced with the Efficacy of Diving Truth, an 
hereby have their Senfes Exercifed to difcern between Good and 
Evil, Fruth and Error ; but the Reading of Scripture with due 
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wl Briefly Declared and Defended. 


care and confideration,requireth the diligent Obfervation, 1. Of 
theAnalogy of Faith,that the Senfe we take any Text of Scripture 
ia, do agree with all the Syftem-of Doétrines-and Truths thac 
are moft plainly revealed therein: And, 2/. Of the Defign 
and Scope of the place: And, 3/y.Of the Antecedents and Con- 
fequents, with all thofe General Rules which are ufually givea 
as DireGions in the Interpretation of the Scripture. 

2ly.. There is moreover need of fervent Prayer to God, the 
Author of the Scriptures, to enlighten our Minds in the under- 
ftanding of them, and to open the Scriptures themfelves unto us: 
he beft knows his own Mind, and is beft able to difcover the 
fame to us. 

But then, 3/y. There muft be found in usa readinefs to re- 
ceive Impreffions from Divine Truths , as revealed to us, or our 
Prayers are but a Mockery of God, and futable praétical Obe-~ 
dience in the courfe of our walking beforeGod, witha defign 
to grow in Knowledge and Holinefs, with a due attendance 
on all the Ordinances that are appointed for our Inftru&tion and 
Information; all which means do need the gracious afliltance 
of the Spirit of God. | 
_ Sesondly, There are moreover fuch means that do belong un- 
to Human Labour and Induftry : As, iff. The Knowledge of 


' the Languages wherein the Scriptures were Originally Written, 


for they fignifie no more than what the words do grammatically 
and litterally mean. Ordinarily fomething of the ufe hereof 
we have declared in our Advice to Young Students of Divinity, 
in the Difcourfe of the Antiquity of the Hebrew Points, bound up 
in the Young Students Library. : 

Moreover the Knowledge of Hiftory and Chonology, as alfo 
of the Ways and Methods of Reafoning is alfo very ufeful 
herein ; as alfo an Acquaintance with the Labours of the Mini- 
ftry of all former Generations, as they are preferved unto our 
Prefent Times, efpecially thofe of moft eminent Gifts and Abi- 
litics among them, with other like Advantages afforded in the 
Prefent Age. 


The 
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The and Excellency the 
and Study of the Scriptures, confidered. 


In Two Parts. 


The Firft Part. | 
Gontaining the Neceffity of the Knowledge of the Scriptures, 


The Contents of the Firft Part. 


§ Sect. rft, The Necelhiy of the Ufe and Study of the Scriptures cén- 
fidered, as it ts the Means of the Saving Knowledge of God and 
Chrift. Of Saving Faith. §Se&.2. A fure Light and Guide to 
Glory. § Se, 3. The Means of Regeneration and Sanétification. 
§ Sect. 4. Being the Food and Physick of the Soul. § Seét. 5: | 
Producing Fruit to Salvation. § Sebt. 6. And being the Rule by 

which we muft be judged. toc on 


§Seét, 1ft, HE firft Excellency of the Ufe and Study of the 
q Scriptures, is the Neceffity thereof un- 
to Salvation, That ought to-be Acconnted mos Ex 
ecllent by us, that 2 moft needful for us; and this the Scriptures are, 
beyond compare, above the Knowledge’ of any other Books what fever. 
rf." In that by the faving knowledge of them, and fincere 
conformity to them, Eternal Life is obtained through the Me- 
rits of Jefus Chrift. i 
A€ts 20.32. And now Brethren Teommend you' to God, aid’ to the 
word of bis Grace, which is able to build you up, and to give youun 
Inheritance among all them which are fanéfified. 
James 1.21.-— Receive with meeknefs the Ingrafted Word, wiach 
is able to fave your Souls. 
John 5. 39. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have 
Fteraal Life. 
2 ‘Tim. 3. 15. And that from a Child thou haft known the 
Scriptures, mbich are able to make thee wife unto Salvation, throug 
Faith which usin Chrift Fefus, 
aly. And 
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The Neceffity and Excellency of the Ue and Study, &c. 


. aly. And without this Knowledge of the Word, either Wric- 


ten or Preached, we cannot be faved. 

Rom. 10. 14,17. How’ they call on him, in whom they have 
not eee PS and how fhall they believe in him, of whom they have 
not heard. 
5G li So then Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word 
of Go : 

Mark 16.16. He that believeth thal be faved, and he that believeth 
not fhall be damned. 

So that there is no Salvation without Faith, and no Faith 
but by the Word. 

So likewife ’tis Life Eternal to know the true God and Jefus 
Chrift, Fobn 17.3. And God will take vengeance on all ‘that 
know him not, 2 Thef-1. 8. And by the Word only is the Sa- 
ving Knowledge of God to be obtain’d. Moreover, 


Sect. 2. The Word is the Means of Salvation, rft. By its Light, 
and 2ly. By its Power. : 
By its Light. | 
The way to Eternal Life is very narrow, ‘and difficult to 


‘find by the great obfcurity and datknefs char all’ mankind are, 


by Nature, ‘and the Deceits of the World, eficompaffed with ; 
God hath vouchfafed to men this’ Light of the Word, by a di- 
ligent heed tothe which they may get fafe to Heaven ; with- 
out it they cannot, bur fhall certainly perifh forever. | 

2 Pet. 1. 19. We have fure word of Prophefie, whereun- 
to you uo well that you take’ heeds as unto aLight' that ina 
dark place until the day dawn, ‘and the day flar drife tp your hearts. 
- Let us therefore take heed to the guidance of the Light of 
the Word, as we defire to fly from wrath to come, and to lay 
hold on Eternal Life. | 


§ SelB. 3. aly. The word is the Means of by its *Poner, 

ft. In Regeneration. 2. In Sanétification. 1G, 

3. Anfwered and faid unto him, verily, verily, 1 
unto thee, except aman be born again be cannot fee the Kingdom 
God. | 

2 1 Pet 1. 23- Being born again aot of Corruptible Seed, but of ‘Incor- 

ruptible, by the Word of God, syhich: liveth and abideth for ever, 

And this te the Word, wbich by the Gofpel te Preached 
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450 ‘The Neecffity and Excellency of the Ufe atid Sindy > 
adly,. The V Vord .is the Means of ‘Salvation by, its Power in, 


John. 17.17. SanGifie them through thy-truth, word ts truth, ‘ 
And without Holinefs no man fhall fee the Lord, Hebw12, 14.» 
The VVord fanétificth the Soul; 1ff, As it maintains thatnew 
Spiritual Life of Holinefs begotten in Regeneration, by commu- 
ae nicating Spiritual Food and Nourifhment thereby to the Mind, 
adly, By healing the Difeales of the Soul. .3dly, By bringing forth 
ii ih the Habits of Grace into Fruitful A@s and Exercife, by which we 1 
are enabled to perfevere unto Salvation? 
§ 4. The Word communicateth Spiritual Food.and Nou- 
rifhment thereby tothe Mind, cr 


aft, As it is the Food of Chriftians. . 


We live by our Food, and this the Word isto the Soul... H 


ae Man liveth not by Bread only, bet by every word that proceedeth out of 

the Mouth of the Lord doth man live; 
Ve 1 Pet 2.2. As new born babes earneftly defire the fincere Melk of the I 
| Word, that ye may grow thereby. | Lz 

tt By the Word we have atafte and Savour of Heavenly Things 

Ht therein fet forth to us, whereby we become Spiritual andHea- | f 
venly minded... Now to be.carnally minded Death, buttobe Spirt- 
tually minded is Life and Peace, Rom. 8.6. 
ae We are by Nature dead in Trefpaffes and Sins, and are begotten and 

ae | born again unto a New Life.to God, in-and by the Word only. And by ‘ 
a the fame is this Life preferved by Spiritual Food and Nourifh- 

ment thereby communicated unto us, without which ws .can, 
iW more live to‘God that New Life of Holinels. whichis 
| bly neceflary to Salvation, than we-can fubfift long withont-bodi; 
afi Secondly, As the word is the food {o is it the Phyfick of the foul} I 
and thereby alfoa means of Sa/vation. | 
Sout is fubje& to manifold. Mortal.difeafes, which are pre- f 
aE vented and healed by the word only. Asfor Example: .¢ j 
Bie Firft,In-dwelling Sin, which is the plague of amans own beatt) — -, 
1 Kings. 8.38. ishereby healed... ‘a 
4B ae thy word bave I bid in my heart that I may not Sinagaith es 
pee, 
| Pial. 10.7,16. Fools becaufe of their Iniquities are Affitted. 
he fent his word and bealedthem,. aod it preyenteth Sin by prefety; 
ist iug a frefh Savour of the bolinefs of Gods law and thereby an Ab= By 
aim | horrence of the, firft Motion of Sin‘as alfo a quick and clear fight — _, 
oft the Irregularity of the firft Efforts of fin in the Imagination 


ae 


Of the Scriptures, confidered, 


Where fin hath crept into a&t.and wounded the Soul, the Word: is 
fbarper than a two. edged Sword,to teprove, expel and fubdue 


Sin. 


2dly. The fiery darts of Satan ate repelled by this Sword of the 


Spirit, Eph. 6.. 

Hence our Lord Jefus fet usan Example who overcame a!! Satans 
temptations by the Word, faying, it & written. 

3. The Soares and dangers by a Wicked world which lyeth. in 
Wickednels are kept off by the word.  tadeael a 

Job.17.¥%+4nd now I am no more in the world but thefe are in the 
World; and I come to thee, holy bather, keep through thine own name 
thife whom thou halt given me. 

V. 14.1 have given them thy word and the world hateth them.This 
prelervation our Lord gave them for their Security, who was the 
Phyfitian of value. 

§ Sed, 5.3dly, The Word is.the means of Salvation as it renders 


fruitful thole who duly receive it. Tbe barren Fig-tree is cut down, 


Luke 13. 6. 

The Unfruitful Vineyard was.destroyed, May 5. 

And the earth, which being often watered bringeth forth herbs meet 
for by whom tis dreffedy recciveth bleffing from God-put that which 


Leareth nothing but bryars and thorns.is.mgh unto curfing, whofe endis 


to be burned, 6.7, 8. | 
By all thele. Simiiuudes the peopleare taught that they. fhall be 


eternally deficoyzd if, they bring forth no fruitto God. 


And onthe other hand God is Glorified by.chofethat bear much, 


fruit, Jolin rs. 9. 


Which by.the word, Col 1..6.tb2 Word of the Gofpel 


~r—which bringeth 


Blake 2, 30Bleffed be the. man, whofe delight is in. the law of the 


Lord, and in his law doth Meditate.day and night... 


V.2.He be like airee planted by theRivers of Water that bringeth 
forth his fruit in bis Seapon, bisleave (hall nt, wither, and what- 


foever be doth profper, Math 4.14-the Sower Saweth the Word.¥. 


thefe are | thy which are fown. in.good ground fuch as hear the 


Ward, aidreceive it and bring forth fruit. 
- Hence it-is that the Word is compared to, thofe things that do 


Naturally produce fcuic as Rain, Dew and Waters, &c. thatare 


Naturally Productive chereof, Deut-32. 1; 2. Give ear, O ye hea- 
of my mouth, . 


veus,iand. Iwill Speak, and hear, Earth, the Words 


-Y.2, myDottrine fhall drep as the Rain,my [peech fhall diftil as the dew, 
asthe {mall Rain upon and as the Showers upon. the 
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The Necelfity and Excellency of the Ufe and Study, 


§ 6. 2dly, A further Evidence of the Neceflity of the Ufe and 
Study of the Scriptures is, Their being that by whith we muft be 
judged as untoour Eternal State. Ary 

We mnft all appear before the Judgment feat of Chrift. Rom 14. ro. 

There to receive according to our deeds , and every one mul give ac- 
count of bimfelf to God. Rom. 14. 12. 

And indeed, aswe have already obferved, our Confcience its 
(elf isno other than the Judgment which we make, and cannot 
but make of our felves and A@tions, with Refpect unrothe future 
Judgment of God,concerning us and our ways We cannot but ap- 
prehend that he that made, and preferveth and fupplicth us, will 
take account of our Ufe and Improvement of whar he hath be- 
{towed on us, and committed to our Truft, and of the Difcharge 

of our Duty towards the Author of our Being and Comfort. 7 

Hereupon the grand Concern of all Men is to know and ob 
ferve that Rule which God hath given to dire& us in his Service 
and our Dury,by our Conformity whereunto, or Negle& where- 
of we fhall be judged, and receive our Eterna! Doom. 

coer this Rule is the Scriptures only, by which we fhall all be 
judged. 

an 12. 48. He tha: rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath 


one that judgeth him; the Words that I have Spoken, the fame foall udge f 


him in the day. 
-That'the Scripture is the only’ perfeé&t Rule of Faith, Wor- 
thip and Life, we have elfewhere proved, viz. in our Difcourf 
of the Canon of the Scripture. 
So that we have a Task fet us for the Time of our! Life, which 
asa Race is fixed, on the Ditchasge whereof depends‘our Eternal 
Weal or Woe, yet know not how foon-our Day*may end. And 
this Task is preferibed usin and by the Scriptares only, the Coun- 
ter part of which is preferved in Heaven, by which we muft be 
judged ; And without Attendance unto it,none can perform. this 
“Work, which renders the Religious Obfervance of the Scrip- 
‘tures indifpenfibly neceffary té Salvation: 
Sothat on many Accout's'the Word of God ‘isthe means 
Salvation, and is therefore ‘called Salvation, John 6. 68. 
2. 28 the Word of Life, Phil. 2.16. the Word of Salvation, AGS 13- 


26. And well it may be fo termed, feeing, as we have proved, ts 
‘the means of manifold faving Benefits, fuch as are the favitg 
‘Knowledge of God and Jefiis Ghrift, faving Faith, faving Light, 
faving Power in Regeneration and Sanétification, as it is the nect- 
ood, and proper Phyfick for the Soul; renders us fruit | 
_fulto Salvation, and will enter with us into the other Wor 
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The Second Part. 


| Containing the Excellency of the Ue and 
Study of the Scriptures. 


| The Contentséf'the Second Parts) 
§ Sect Lv The Excellency of the Study of the Scri cure pears b their 
Sarpaffing all things. that are efteemed valuable is that 
_. thereby the prefence of God may be enjoyed. §.Se&t. 2. And the trueft 
profit, pleafure and honour is obtained. ic) 


§. T ‘HE. Excellen v of the Stripeures appears by 
fupaffing all. are valuablevin 


The Terreftrial Paradife is made up of Profit, Pleafure and 
Honour enjoyed in Plenty and Perpetuity;'all which are more 
amply afforded-iny and -by: che Scriprures, than by the whole 

_41ft. In General, As the Prefence of God is hereby enjoyed by 
hig Word,..we'! convetfe with our Maker, the’ higheft Dignity 
~ We can attain to, hereby we Keep:company with che King of 
Kings, who faith, ‘to-this man wil Llook, who trembleth at my word, 
Ifa,,66.. So that here is the higbeft-honour to be enjoyed: 
And as to Pleafure, Jn bis prefence is fulnefs.of joy, and at bis 
Hand pleafures,: for edermore, ‘for: God is himfelf the 
good which made | David stays: Lift up the sight of thy 
Conetenance, mbo halt put. gladnefs.in my Heart, more than when thesr 
Corn and Wane encreafed ; bis favours is better than life, bis peace paf- 
Seth all underflandings) 
.3- AstoiProfit,.God gives himfelf where he grants his pre- 
“fence, whois our Portion, our Sheild and Exceeding Great Reward : 
whois, a-Sun and |Shields, and will gite Grace and Glory, and) withhold 
(nol | WS? 905 
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hat the very prefence of God its felf, promifed! to,thofe 
that yalue his word, gives a€tual enjoyment of the 
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The Excellency of the Ufe and Study of the Scriptures. 
ficmeft Profit, we can enjo joy ; tis Heaven 
upon Earth here and wi up cernity. with Felicity, when 

= Beatifick Vifion thall change us into Glory, by a perfe&t En- 
joyment of his Prefencey asa Fina view of him does gradually 
transform us here, while beholding the Glory of Cod as in aGlafs 
we are changed inté the fame titaes from Glory to Glory, as 
, by the Spire of the Lord. We knop_not mbat we hall be, but this 


Preae, afd: H ut’;- ‘by “the very enjoy- 


: ment thereof, rejoycing , transforming , and thereby en- 
| riching us with a better nature, and dignityi ing of us; fo alfo 
thefe three Comfirthentive: Blefings. arethe Bfie& and Reward 
oe of a due Acsendance on the value of the Word of God. 
aid fale Fr: For Riches us. Vind as 
an Eagle, Prove But; the. word never leaves: us. Heaven and 
Earth fhall pafs, but not a.titele. of infhall fail. 


may lay to his foul, take thine cafes Wd he is eles: into 
other WV: and: of G Glory to 


wis The ways bf roahe: Word, ‘Pete, 
And the freeter than. ther Hony: the ‘Hol 
£19: the very Comforting 
thine but. beypurchaféd bysotherthin gs.” though 
faick thats Mony thides; Ecclef. Yeetis tt 
of no other things, -than'thofe this Life: 

But Godlinefs, which is gained by the Wordof God, iat os 
Promile-of the ‘Life that How is, but “of! ‘that’4which i is 

of the Word, we obélin 


vour of God, from Wrath tovcofie, and 


is 
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Seé#.2. But more‘p ‘particularl as the pr of God af 


him, and will be good in 
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The, Excellency of the Ofe and Study \ of the” Scriptures. 455 


But what hope hath the Hypocrite, if he hath gained, wh 
God comes to take away his Soul, Job 27. 8. 
give in exchange for bis Soul. 

Ve are not redeemed with Silver and Gold, 
1 Pet. x. 18. 

They that trust in their Wealth id. boal in the mulitude of their 
| Riches, none of themican by any:meays redeem his. Brother, nor Zive 
Ranjome: Kon, the Redemp of Saal is pre- 
cious, and it. ceafeth, for every. 49 45:7, sda 
Joy- The Gift of cannot.be sparchafed swith Many 820... 

en- But happy is the man that findeth this Wifdom, ‘Poy. 3 13, 14, 
alfo 15, 16, 17. For the Merchandixe of itis better than of Silver and of fine 
vard Goll. is more precious than Rubies, and altthe things. thou capst 

defire, are ‘not ‘to ‘be \coinpared, to sherry \lengeb of. as in wer Right 


of Hand, and ber Beft: Hand Riches and) 
ty a6 Pfalm 19.9, 10, 11° The: Fadgments: ait trues and. 
and more: ‘to’ be deftred: than than Gud andi 
Fool them there is great 
cll; “We may: want the World, but cannot want the Word, 
vil profit ws to gain: ‘the wholeWorld, and lofe our Souls? 
yto | , therefore weate defited to feck the "Kingdon and all 
other things fhall be added DAL 


this man will T-look faith God, wy Wat, 
that when others will be difdained and deftro yed, 


nas For ‘they, faith he, I Homa, and they that 
Defpife. me, fhall be lightly ESteemed. 90) ben 
te, nf ‘ors Negle& his Word, wwe | or 


Difpife God ‘himeelf, who: ‘hath Magnified his 
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The Excellency of the Ufe and Study of the Scriptures, 


LXXXIIL 


Mifcellanea, the Second Part.. 

Jn four Effays: 1. Upow Ancient, and Modern: Learning. Upos. 
the Gardens of Epicurus. 3+ Upon Heroick Vertue. 4. Upon Por, 
try. By Sir William Temple Barronet. The Second Edition, 
Printed by in 8. 


2? L Sir Wiliam Temples former Works, excepting fome, 
\ {mall matter, were fuch as treated only of Political Sub- 
jes. His Publick.Em oyments had turned his Genius that way, _ 
and accordingly-his fir applications after his Retreat, wereta- 
ken up in committing to Writing what he had. feen moft wor. 
thy of Remarkin the World, fromwhich he was newly reti-; 
red: Butthefe MMifcelanies are the Fruits of his Studies and Me- 
ditationsin his more private or folitary condition, and thele Four 
Ejjays or \Difertations are all. concerning Literature and Exercifes, 
of pure and refined Wit. wat habbs 

The firft concerns a Queftion ftarted by Mr, Perraglt of she 
French Accademy, Whether the Ancients or the Moderns areto- 
We have elfewhere Reprefented: what is-alledged, both for: 
the Ancients and the Moderns in this famous Conteflation, 
29 Fenple Obje&ts firk again twa General Rea- 
fons that: are favouriof the Moderus...:One-of which 
is, that by our own-difcoveries, jovned with thofe of. the Anad< 
ents, we Moderns may make a further progrefs in Sciences, than 
was ever yet made in former times; as a Dwarfon a Giants 
fhoulders may fee further than the Giant- And the fecond, 
That Nature being the fame in all Ages, it follows that. 

It may produce Fir-rate Wits,as well in our times, as in prece- 
dent Ages. The Author rejects the firftReafon, oppofing againft 
it, That the Ancients here in Queftion, had the affiftances of 
other Ancients beforethem, which we have not. For, faith he, 
if we had now the 600000 Volumes that comrofed the famous 
Library of King Ptolomy, we fhould then by Ocuiar Demonftra- 
tion fee, thatthe Ancients had very many, and thofe very rare 
and admirable helps too, which are wholly wanting to us, Hifle- 
vias telling us of an infinite number of Books that have been 
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Books Printed in Movember, 1692. 


And it being well known, that. excepting the Sacred Writi 

there now remains norhing of the ancient Hiory of the Wish 
but fome few fmall recitals, mingled and corrupted with fabu- 
lous Stories. Befides, as Sir William Remarks, the Ancients ufed 
fuch exa& care and caution in the profecution of thetr Studies, 


as-is not at all in aig tye for an Example of which, he 


cites Pythagor.zs who ftaied twelve years at Babylon in the Schools 
of the Caldeeansy and from thence paffed into Egypt, andthence 
again into India, amongft which feveral Nations he gained that 
rate Knowledge and Learning, which was the fource of all that 


has fince fo much flourifhed in the Weflern World , fothat from: 


thence he concludes, they had better guides than we, and abler 
Mafters, whofe Precepts and Examples perifhed with the Em- 


pires under- which they flourifhed...He adds, that it may very — 


well be queftioned, whether the advantages ‘we have drawn 
fromthe Ancients, have more promoted or hindred the advance- 


ment of Sciences. Becaufe we are apt to imagine, they knew all . 


that could:be kaown, and that ’tis- hardly poffible ro go much 
further chan they have done, which makes us content our {elves 


with learning only their opinions, .without any curiofity of pufhing 


our difcoveries any further, which fort of tlavery, fays he, checks 
our wit, and deprives it of the boldnefs and freedom : of invent- 


iig.- Hence it comes, that we mind only to fludy the Writings . 


of the Ancients, without any: new attemprs to {urpafs 
them, or to enrich the: Publick, by any freth difcover es. Then 


as tothe Remaining Argument-drawn-from Natures cqual Capa- - 


cityto produce Extraordinary Men now, aswell as in former A ‘esy 
Sit Willdm.grants it true, but maintains withal, chat .nothing 


can be concluded thence tothe advantage of the Moderns in this . 


Controverfie, becaufe there are fometimes very unaccountable Re- 
volutions in Natare, which whatever her capacity may be, is not 
a@tually ‘the fame ix all cimes: . For there has been fome Ages in 
which {he has been very: hberal, and even prodigal of her gifts, 
dnd others ayain, in which fhe has thewn her felfbarren,and nig - 


garly: Nay fhe fcems to taken-pleafure in diftributing her’ - 


riches fucceffively to all Nations. The Sciences having pafled from 
Egypt and Caldea into Greece, and thence elfewhere, Jeaving 
Greece -in its urn, to become once more the feat of Barbarifmi 
Since which, rhe Mufes feemed to have tranfplanted their -Re- 
filence: into Jtaly, France and other Weflern Con tries, ftill 

Whereas now the cafe is altered, they 


Bea glorious Seat of the Empire of 
who knows, adds he, how foon they likewife may 7 ‘ ft 
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alone compleats,nost of gre; but.needs, the 
"concurrence and affiftance of Art;the. State.ot the affairs of. the morld.. 


An Historical Account of the Choiceft. 


undergo-thar fatal Vicifitade. that has left the Baft 
Darknefs and doleful ignorance which, formerly, 
the now fo. compleatly civilifed,and inligl nee 
Weft? And Befides, purfuestharingemous Knighe, fice, Noture 

3 formation et great 42s, but.needs, the) 


may be fuch, as may. afford obSacles thar may, invincibly keep, 
the \ oderns (til below: the exceMenctes and, aitajuments of thé, 
cients. And Sir William alledges the unhappy di/putes in, Religion. 
to hive been, and to, be like tobe, as long, as itiiey. one. 
ot thofe invincible caufes of this. difparity, Por, fays be, the belt’ 
and choiceft Wits whilft they. continue employed, and overs, 
heated in thofe unlucky quarrels have not. minded, nor indeed 
cannot purfue the improvement of Arts.and Scences...: 
Wars, as. well as. thofe of Mars, are the enemics, Mujesy, 
which Antiquity placed on_Mount .Pernajus, on!y to. fignifie ta) 
us, that they ought to be above. the reach of 
that dilturb the lower Regions. .Another.caufe of the decay-of; 
Learning, he alledges to be the want of fuch powerful Patromg: 
and Protedfors, as infome former Ages. When Sciences, begun, 
to {pring again at. the beginning of ‘the laft Age, the Greateft, 
Princes made it a point of Honourto appear in a.noble Emulstion 
favourthem, and every. great..Perjon with great 
to. have fome part inthe Glory of their Reftaurgtion... Bur fincéy, 
alas, that generous heat is grown chill, and at,the fame times: 
adds the Author, thofe Temples of Honour formerly. .eregted 
Learning, are overthrown, .Allthe ‘Rowe and of Men are, 
now. addrefled to Fortune and no body cares, to.fpend their: 
time io the.purfuit of Knowledge, that feads neither. to, the 
noursy not Recompenfes ‘with which \it was formerly .Cromged,and, 
Rewarded, they being the only Spurs that excite .men to any at~ 
tempts whatfoever. What other Charms focver there, may. be. 
in.the exercife of Vertue, Ambition or Avarife, can {ec nong bug, 
what iglifter in the Recompenfes that attend it. ‘Which: made, 
Ariffopbanes imtoduce his God. Plutus ‘Money ) fayings 
that without his.affiftance Jupiter might bid adue to all his 
on Earth, for there would be nobody would fear his Thuderbolts, 
and if men did not either fearor hope.fomething from thein 
Gods, they would never .be folicitous.to facrifice Vidtims, upon 
their Altars out of a pure refpe& only to thofefuppoled. 
Beings, withoutany further view.aud profpect.° 

Sit William reckons likewife for.one. of the Caufes of the coma. 
tempt of Learned men, the ridiculous humour of Pedantry 
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‘Por fonie‘ofthem imagined that’ 
Seas enoagh Greek and Latin, a 
ith ‘the Mag ifterial Ait of a Doktor, and fo -have 
‘made! themfelves either 'the Latighing Stocks, or rhe plague ‘of 
Coy befides 'théir overmuch poring on Books, and 
“ne ghee ftidy of men,’ which ‘renders their ‘humours 
-dakk and has’ made: the’ people of ‘the world defpife 
Meir ‘a9 farly ‘anid tm fociable perfons, for convers 
has ‘iperfons' of Qua allftady ‘for 
feat of belay infected ‘at Ait of thé Clotet, arid: confine 
of ‘withifi the ‘incléfire of a-Colledge.' ‘In a word, 
-the that ‘been made ‘of Science, has it to Rai- 
-lery and’ Gontéthpe’ Where Sir not’ impertinent’ y: 
-telsusiof 4! that ‘Fhat the Hiftory of Dox 
uQuixor had ruined thée!Motiarch of ‘Spain For,’ that Spa- 
“niard,: before hat peltilent Bo appeaied, "Love Roman- 
“tick! was" the Darling Chimera" ‘of the: Spaniards, and 
-there was (never a Gentlemanebut: chefe himfelf ‘fome Miftrefs,, 
Iwhofe-eteem he ftrove ro ‘merit by ‘fomeextraord nary and He- 
otoiek nay, the very Duke of grave and fevere: 


"ad he\was Hevored? Jalithe story of the conde ‘of “Portugal to a 


oung’ Rentity 4vith: i@haltt ‘he thought "his Warlike Exploits. 
pas for Coin, jnftcad of. But after“the 


in 'elo ‘ath of he Aathot us it: 
Motal 


'Pterogati all, ore of it tate 

dit fears atid uncatinels about, what is to 
fites of Covetoniiiels, the ermenting ‘cares, of 


iti d that Dra oaning Troop of. 


We pride de ourde Wats mus whetein © 
to excel. al sther hence’ proce 


ing “we fee in" the’ Wo every. 


“al thar mighty~ 


439 


re if 
} 
ld. 
Ps 
fe; 
Syy 
| 
of ; 
| 
| 
neg all’ bravery, and-are tailen mto the contrary ¢X- 
ding ldricus and udattive Bate 
ir he Ditetcation Winititled of the- Gardens of 
of Phidirw. appears hatd any ‘where ‘but in the. 
; 
as 


. 


“not at all ne | 3 bec 
ther of pleafure or affiétion. But atter, all their. buftle, Philefo- 


An Historical Account of the Choiceft 


after fome peculiar objeét or other, which he has made his Dag- 
ling, and torments himfelf in the purtuit of che: orders and 
defigns of his pretended Reafon, which inftead of calming our 
difturbed Spirits, and moderating our Paffions, does often in 
thefe, and a hundred other encounters, rather abet and autho- 
rifethem. The Philofophers which have endeavoured to re- 
duce it co its firftufe, have pretended, that oar Soveraign-Hap- 
pinefs confifted in fupprefling, or at leatt moderating our Paffi- 
on, and that chat was the true exercife and provinee,of Reafon. 


For which end,they would have their Wife Mentotally exempt, 


toth from all tear and defire, and“fo timly~fetled in a guiet in- 
difference for all the accidents of hfe, that the rudelt. thecks of For- 
tune may never be ableto fhake his Conffancy., tut that being arm- 
ed againft all attempts, he may-place his Kiches rather in want- 
ing Tittle. than in poflefling #.uch, and:his happinefs in: not -cafting 
down himfelf by melancholick refleGtions upon any crofs, adven- 
tures pajt, and in not vainly feeding himfelf with Chimerical hopes 
of any mighty enjoyments to ceme, that fo his life may not be di- 


‘{turbed by any fears of death, nor his death by any fosdects or 


longing defire of Life. « But Sir Wiliam thinks that Idea not fo 
well Naturey and thatto. be Wife, itis 
needful to be a maa, nor to become .tafenjible ei- 


-phers are all agreed:in placing the felicity ot Man in the iranguility 
of the Mind «It only remains a queftion among them, what,that 
that is ‘moft effe€tual to procure this defirable calm and -repofe 
of Mind, men labour without ceafing to attain ro.it,.and in-thefe 
follicle endeavours, moft commonly arrive co the end of their 
IVES, 
“ftiture its chieleft contentment ; and there are very few that can 
-tell where co {top or limit their defires, fo as to fix their minds 
-in that fatisfadtion which they hunt after, and which outofovér 
~eagetnejs, they mifs, by overfhooting their mark, 1,he beftme- 
‘thod, aceording to Sir Wiliam's adv ce, to attain.it,.,is te retire 
the Country.” And indéed nothing is more than the jageni- 
-ous leifure time, and well improved vocation of true Philofopher: 


’Tis there, where beiug freed from the cares and. diftraétions,ot 


the world, he cultivates his Reefon, and cures his Mind of all thole 
thas np all paflages againft the entrance of: 
dna word, the Author thereupon takes octafion to. praite 
_dightful amufements of a Garden, and the innocent ¢éccupatl 
the culture of Flowers and Fruits affords us, And then inierts, 
the by, a hort Hiflery of the Gardens of Antiquity, and concloding 


oener than to the attainment of that which was.to,¢dn-: 
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‘with a touch’ upon thofe of England , he {peaks of them like a2 


at man knowing and experienced .in matters of that nature ; from 
and whence he returnsto the praifes of his Country retirement; decla- 
our tring, that it wasnot out of affe€tation, that he preferred it be- 
in fore publick employments, but that*twas a pure effect of his own 
ho- natural bumour which led him tothe choice of that fclitary and 
re- retired fort of life: And aftera ferious comparifon of the vanity 
lap- and incumbrances of publick employments, with the, fweets of a 


afi- § difingazed and private life, he judges that ‘tis much better for a 
fon. man to keep bimfz/f to bimfelf, than to make bimfeif che lave ‘of 


apt Honours, and of the Pabiick, and he congratulates to himfelf the 
DK felicity of that peaceable prefent condition of his, wheréin hé- is 
For- mafter of his own time. e fhall pafs lightly over-his third Ef- 
ins fay, where he treats of Heroick Vertue, which is not fo much,a 


ante general difcourfe upon that Subjed?, as a Collection of Examples’ 
ting and an abridged Fiery of che four Empires, and of China, Peru, 
and of the Sythians and Arabians. The Author affirms, that what 

opes formerly gave the greateft luftre to Hercick Vertue, was the ha- 
ndi- ving deferved well of ones Country ; aad in his Hiftorical Recital 
he mentions thofe who have been thought moft worthy to live 

rym in the memory of man.. The fourth Effay concerns Poefv, in which 
is he begins witha Remark, that the word Poet, among the Greeks 
| imports as much as a power to make every thing they pledfed, f no- 

lofo- thing , that is, that Poets had the priviledge to take up any thing 
{n their imagination, and to publifh as many fifions and wonders 

as they lifted, and in a word, that they are. priviledged to lye 
rol without blame, fo they do but pleafe, and do it with wit, and with 
hee a good grace: for which reafon, the Ancients feigned, that Apolo 
was the Ged of Verfzs, becauife that Fabulous Ged, by his heat 
ait whereby he animates nature, is the Father of all Produétion, be- 
em" FT caufe ‘they fuppofe Poets have need of the Celeftial Fire to heat 


inl them and excire in them thofe divine tranfports, and that admiray 
ans ble variety of Images and Conceptions, of which all the Charms and 
vt Beaitty of Péefte confit, and accordingly, that Noble Fury paffed 
me with'them for an infpiration, and particular influence of Apolb. 
eure For'that happy warmth that renders the fo fertile, is 
not ‘acquired by Art or Study, but Invention which is the Treafure, 
na ‘out of which West; draw their moft valuable Riches, isnot a pure 


mt ift and gratuitous prefent of Nature. But how rich foever it may 
that mature like fertile. ground, ought not to’ be neg- 
ots ic&ted: but mairicained with an extream care and diligence,: 


be nourifhed and fomented, to render it {till more fruitful, 

rts. “192 


+} 
| 
= 
ig 
Pa 
| 
: 
} 


An Historical Acconnt of the Choiceft | 


aud cultivated, to make it more exa& and regular. For 
King a good Piet, there muft be a concurrenceof 


lities o 
pretends not tofpeak there of thofe that make Vorfes only | 
chance, where a {mall ftragling or fcattered fpark of Fire, or one 
fihgle bold fally of Wit fufficesy becaufe to Poets of the rank, 
there is required a Genius of a great extent, and of a flight thar 
foars beyond the reach'of Senfe, to the utmoft regions of Jmagi- 
ation, they muft have an abounding and ever- teeming fancy an, 
invention, and a vivacity of Wit, furnilhed with all the richelt co. 
lours to adorn the Subjects they pitch upon, and to ftrew Flowers 
with full Baskets, in all places and. occafionsy where they may 
exert their Charms. Befides. all.which, they oughp to hay 
4lfo a folid jadgmen’.to direé&t them how moft artfully and adyan- 
tagioufly. to difpofe, and model the whole Work, and an.exqui- 
fire and moft exatt'Tajle and-Palate to qualitie them to makea 
good Choice, and Eyes not cafily to be dazled or mifled by_ the 
mock Lights of a falfe Notioz. Ina word, ina Poets Soul, both 
Masculine Vigour and Female delizacy, Loftinefs and Agrecablene{s, 
Majefty and Sweetne/s ought to concenter, and all equally 
fpire to Pleafe, ‘to Charm, and even to Ravifh the Reader, and.to 
tranfyort him as tiuch beyotid himfelf in admiration, as the Poet 
was whet he was ftudying for his divertifement ; and confequent- 
ly, al accomplithed Port fhould have all the fire and brisk. moti- 
on that is neceflary for a fertile imagination, and ‘all the calmnefs 
and fiégm that is requifite for the forming a folid. judgment, 
which ‘when they ate all fo lacky as to meet together, ( in the 
pinion of Sit Wiliam Temple) give a man the happy advantage 
to gather both Flovers and Fruit from the’ fame: Tree. _ Yet. ¢ 
would by no means have his Poet hampered by thé confinement 
of any Rules the Genius of Poetry being according to him, too 
Free-born and Spiritaal.a Faculty, to be reltrained within the nat 
bounds of dull, method, ‘or Pedantick precepts: Por.as fooa 
eVer-a Poet’ is chécked from, taking his’ full fight, and is pul: 
Ind back, the by the rules of Art he lofesa 
Rist natural graces, and all che.moft lively fadies of his T owrln 
Imaginations are or taken fhort, and made to 
she gleafing aid wotder fa! novelties th¢ey were big withall, 
bet Char der comlifts, ip having made yery 
me he , 
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rendred. him too flat and cold: But now, feliciter audet, is his 
jult Encomium. istherefore with Poets, ‘as tis with chose young 
Hero's, whom an. undifcrect Palour more becomes, than 
and cavtious Prudence. And therefore he cohcludes. 
that Rules at beft are capable.only to. prevent the mak ng of bad 

It would be too long to repeat here all that Sir fay 
the firft Original of Poclie, of its de fays oF 
pretends, that Epigrams were not introduced till the Art bt Poe: 


becaufe that fort of Safe’ was a'lictle thatp, ‘and tick= 


captat Rifus Fominiln, famdmque Dicitza, 
"Catoles the Rabble; 2s more Knave thin 
Sir Wiliam defcends likewife to the Englifh Poefie, and particu- 
larly values their Comedy, wherein he fays fome Englifh Poets 
have excelled moft of other Nations. The Reafon he gives, is, 
becaufe they are inriched and adorned with fo great a diverfity 
of Images and Charaéters, to which vay) as he obferves, the 
natural Genius of the Nation furnifhes ample Matter ; the Riches 


of the Coantry, the inequality of the Climate, the mildnefs of the 
Government, and the liberty of Opinions are the caufe of chat diver- 
fig of Humours and Wits that is to be found there more than in 
other places, where men lic-under a greater check,: and are forced 
a little more to difguife themfelves ; whereas in 
one has free Liberty to give humour and caprices their full 

PP 2 


the 
ly by 
t rank, | 
try was in its declining conditiony and that as foon as Poers found | 
elt co. they had not vigour enough to compolea Regular Atle 
‘lowers | ver brisk and devightful, and fhining with Beauties atiting from 
may an exadt. Symmetry every where obferved, they endeavoured to 7 
haye ain Reputation by fome fhort pieces that coft them nothing but i 
dyan- ind fudden flafh of Wit, or conceit, which was welcome 
enough, was feafor ed-with fome-par | 
the the Palate Or iat tort of Poefle grew 10 
mighty Vogue with them But Sir can’ by no’ 
leness, Approve it, as thinking it unbecoming the Charaéter of an boneft 
con- aid dee Spirit, to feck to pleafe the Mob, and to ftudy to pur-  & 
ndto cha of Jhremd Wit, at che expence the-Repurations 
uent- 
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career, and prides himfelfin that Liberty. And Sir Wiliam, who 
has travelled and feen the World, protefts ferioufly, that he 
never knew better Wits any where than the Englifh are, nor 
more capable to frame Original Notions and conceits, or carry their. 
Meditations further, or their refleéfions decpery nor. more apt to. 
dig and mine into the very bottom of things, than, they, tho 
he confeffes atthe fame time, that the frequent. changes of the 
Air there, caufe an infinite variety likewife in their tempers and 
opinions ; and he attributes their zmequalities and melanchely, their 
peculations.in Religion, and improvements in . Policy, tothe fame 
caufe. Sorhat, fays he, tho different effedts of their various 
Humours and Genius. have furnifhed a fair and fertile Field of 
Matter. to their Comical Peetsy to work on, and fupplied them. 
with all. manner of incidents wherewith ingenioufly to fet out 
any Scene whatfoever upon a Theatre, which is the Reafon that 
their Comedies come the neareft of any to thofe of the Ancients, 
Gallantry and Love have there but little fhare, the whele confit. 
ing chiefly of a. Reprefentation of the moft ordinary tranfaétions 
of Life.. Sometimes they. perfonate fome body that is fimple 
and credulous, and whofe eafinefs is continually., abufed and. 
impofed upon ;, fometimes a. Ridiculous, Grave and Starcht  Pols- 
tician, who contults upon all things, being miyfterioufly fulpi- 
cious of the moft frivolous appearances, and imagines he di-. 
{covers fecret defigns in the moft common intentions.. To. 
conchide,: according to Mr. St. Euwremont, they who take de- 
light in difcovering feeming and counterfeit, from genuine Wits, 
and are affected with Charaéfers draw ton the Life, will find 
that the Enghfb. Comedies are not inferiour to thofe of. the: 
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LX XXIV. 


Archxologix Philofopice: Sive Doétrina Antiqua de Rerum, 
Originibus. 

Fhat ts, the Dodtrine of the Ancients concerning the Original of things, 
In Two Books. London, Printed by R.N. for Walter Kictil- 
wh at the fign of the Bifbops-Head in St. Paul's Church-yard. 
1692, 


SHE Learned Author in thefe two Books, endeavours by: 
the Teftimonies of the Ancient Philofopbers of all Nations, | 
and by feveral Arguments drawn from Reafon and Scripture. to . 
confirm his Opinion laid down.in his former Treatife con- 
concerning the Theory of the Earth, wz. That the Sun, and 
moft, if not all the Stars of the Jntelledtual World of Angels, and , 
all the whole mafs. of Matter was created all together; {ome un- 
known number of thoufands perhaps of Ages, befoie our Earth-- 
ly Globe, and «its inferiour Orb or. Heaven was formed, which | 
bears but about fix thoufand years date, and that Mofes when . 
he fpeaks of the Creation. of the Heavens, did in’ truth. mean . 
only the formation of our Earth and the Heaven about it, to the 
Moon, of a praexiftent confufed long before created 
out of nothing, and which had, before it, reduction into a Chaos,.. 
fubfifted in another form, as Comets .may be fuppofed to have 
done. © Secondly, That this Earth was made to undergo a three- 
fold fate, viz-an Original or Primeval State, which was, that it 
enjoyed before the Flood:’ 2ly. A Drgenrate, Deformed and Cor~ 
fe Eftate, {uch as has been ever fince the Flood, and was affect 
by it. And 3ly. A State of Renovation or Renewing, which is 
to be effeéted by Fire. And this three-fold State he endeavours 
to prove by thofe expreffions of St. Peter; The .Heavens and — 
Earth that were of old, the Heavens and Earth that now are , | 
and the New ‘Heavens’ and Earth expected bythe Saints, 2Fe. 
Which backs with the Teftimony of St, Paul, 
om. 8.9, to 24. including a World, not yet fubje&t to vani- 
ty, fuch’ as the’ Old World was. A World fubje&ed to 
Vanity, And 3ly. A World redeemed ‘and freed from Vani- 
ty. In the firft ‘State, he fuppofes the Earth’ placed only like: 


a.thick Cruft ‘of Ice over the face of the Deep; making it 
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even, and free from Mountains, Valles, Seas or Rivers, but yer 
the more dilpofed to te deftroyed, as atterwards it was, by a 
Flood, which whether it man had> 
finned or not, the Flood would have come ; I leave ygorher fo- 
ber Divines toconiider. Secoudly, He*makes this Earf&betore the 
Flood, to have been placed in a Parralle! or Kigét Pofition tothe 
Zodiack of the Heavens, by which it enjoyed an egual temper 
of Air, without Rain, or Kain Bow, and a perpetual Spring, 
which made its Inhabitants fo long lived, 3/y. ‘I hat the Hood 
was effe€tcd by a ‘kind of concujiwn of the waters, Alyfs or Deep 
on which the Earth was then founded, by which ‘the Earth be- 
ing brakenup, was fwallowed up into it and deformed as ’tis - 
now, into Mountains, Vallies, &c. 4ly. That by that motion, noe 
only the Waters and Earth were dilturbed, but even the. Orb aor 
Heaven ab ut the Earth, put out of Order, and, fo. diflolved,- 
chat the Farth floating inthe fluid Ether, was removed quite «ut, 
ot its former place, and carried where the ‘uns heat. could.at-. 
fect ic but unequally, and by that, was rendred in. fome parts, 
fubje&t_ to immoderate and burning eats, and in others toex-- 
ceflive colds, and every where to furious Storms .and. Tempefts, 
and other inequalities of Air, by which mens lives were made’ 
both fhort and uncomfortable. The firft Earth he. will haye. 
been without different Seafons, bleficd with .a, perpetual, 
and ta.have been all over equally dilicious with the.Garden-of, 


Eden, and this: fecond fince the Floed only. to bave knewn the, | 


dift n&ion of Summer, Winter, &c. And by its. new pofitions, 
to.be as much difpofed to. perifh \by. Fire, as the firlt was,t0 be) 
deflroyed..by Water... And,ta the and. ifiate of she Earthy, 
when it fhall:berenewed, he affirms it fhall be like.che 
ly, with fome,improvement to the better. W hich; phat it 
Quadrate with the Tcétrine of Mofes, and thef{undamentals.of: 
Chrifitanity, he endeavours to perfuade us that Mofes's defcriptions 
of the Creation was Exhical.. or Mural on'y, and; noe 
thats, that it was not, campoled 
of Falk of the Creation, af atuiés; rather, Parables. 
thas belt sah phe. the nd .belt fisiteds 
with che capacities ot the people he had.to do; wath, wheme 
he would make ignorant, and to know. little meré: 
than the making of Brick,. becaufe they:had been, a, little. while: 
forced by,,a, upon Aboliab and, Bezalel 
and jorher gate) Warkmep shat of thes 
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import the contrary: To humour which pretended 'gnorants,, 


he makes ‘Mofes ule the artifice to pretend that Gad made the 
Sun, Moon, Stars and Heavens, all for Man, and his ufe; to en- 
gage men thereby the more to piety, whereas in reality, they 
were made long before, and the Earth moved about the Sux,’ 
and not the Sun about that, &c. That the fory of the Gar- 
den of Eden, the Tree, of Lefe, and Knowledge of Good and E-. 
vil, of the temptation, and converfation of Eve and the Ser- 
pent, of eating the. forbidden Fruit, and the dreadful puniih.. 
ment that followed thereon, was only a Parable inferted, by 
Mofes to terrifie the {imple /fraelites from offering to break the 
leaft Precept of the Law he was going to give then, when 
they fhould know that che eating of an Apple had. colt. their. 
firft Parents. and their whole ‘pofterity fo dear: And that, he: 
makes God ipend fix days in ht formation ot the Farths tho, 
fays he, it. was'a Work more likely of fome confiderable num- 
ber of years, and‘relt che feventh day, only. becaufe he. had a 
mind to confecrate the feventh day. among, his own people; 
which whether it dozs not infinuate Mifesy to have been gui- 
ded in his Writing, rather by motives of Mamane. Policy, than- 
Divine ‘Tufpiration, and bid: fair to perfuade World, : that, all 
Revealed ‘Religion is but.a Hyly Cheat. and’ a: Caft of rhe Policy. 
of fome fubrile. Srarefman, and’ whether. all the fine things he 
faith afterward to give a pious wrn this Dodérine, and. in- 
dic? us to make an edifying ufe of ir, will be as effectual ta 
cure, as it isto lead with which, 
tliis Age was -but roo‘ much infects: 
new: miterials vo foment it, it.to. alkgood mento judge 5, 
not queftioning, but as the Author never intended ‘fo evil an 
effet, be would be forry to fee it verified, and with, whatever 
his thoughts had been, he had been as modeft as he makes Mofes 
and for the avoiding the inconveniencies I] have hinted, an 
which he himfclf makes Mofes to have feared, he had been 
fo cautious as to have kept them in his own breaft, and let 
them have-ftiJl have lain concealed in the Text of Genefis. 

This is a brief and general account of the defiga and fcope: 
of ‘this Learried and Ingenious. With, 1 could add, and Sea- 
fonable Treatife. 

Asto further particulars. Thofe Readers that are curious, | 
will do well to confult the Author himfelf, who divides the 
whole into two Books, the one treating of the Original and 
Revolutions. of the mbole Univerfe in General, and the other ot 
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‘the of our patticular Earth, the firft being diftingui- 


fhed into fourteen, and the fecond into eleven’-Chapters; ih 
all which, by a colle€&tion of Teffimonies out of the Remains 
of the Ancient Philofophy and Traditions of the Scythians, Celts, . 
and Ethiopians, Ajjyrians,'Caldeeans, Perfians, Arabians, Phenici- 


_ansy Hebrews, Egyptians, Gracians, Pythagoreans,&c. ‘He’ endeavours 


to prove, ‘that ‘the general Notion of Mankind -confented in 
the main with ‘him, concerning*the Original: of the Univerfe, 


and the-chief Qualifications of the Earth in’ its threefold State, 


viz. beforethe Flood, after the Flood, ‘and atter the ¢ onjlagratien in 


its renewed’ Condition. After which, ‘he ufes’ his utmoft efforts 
to make: out “by other parts of “Scripture., ‘that Mofes's fix 
days Creation, 8c. cannot, nor ought ‘not to ‘be otherwife ex- 
pounded, than according to the explication he gives in this 


Work. 


‘He feems to Cartefianize all ovér ‘the Work, and to take. 
thofe for unconteftable Truths and Certainties, which ftill are 
controverted , as well by ‘very Learned and Fudictous , as pious 
Men, and. of’the truth ‘of which ‘tis impoffible for any men 
ro have. any -abfolute ‘certaiaty, nor yet fo much probability as. 
he may-have of the contrary, if proud and arbitrary Rea-. 
fon could‘ be made at all to ftoop, either to Divine Revelati-- 
on, or the Teftimony of Senfe, for he lays down for Cer- 

tain and ‘Known Truths, that the Sun, and not the Earth isthe 

Center of :the World; that the Earth moves with a double mo-— 
tion: about the Suz, that the Stars move in Vortexes or Whirl- 

pools,. according to the Cartefian Fancy, that the Planets are fo 
many habitable Earths, 8c. Butthis is fufficient.. 1 refer you. 
for the reft, to the Treatife icfelt | 


| 
4638 
be 
in 
BRE 
Fy 
tha 
+; 
> 
we 
4 
(fe 
d 
- 1 
. 
4 
ry 
.* 
©. 
“4 
Kae 
Be 
3 
aim 


Books Printed Movember; 1692. 


i 


™ 
* 


LXXXV. 


The REFORMED GENTLEMAN: OF, the Old 
Enzlifh Morals Refcued from the Immoralities of the Prefent 
Age. Shewing bow iaconfittent thofe Pretended Genteel Accomplifb- 
ments, of Sweariiz, Drinking, Whoriag and Sabbath-breakiug, are 
with the True Generofity of Englifb-man, &c. By A. of the 
Church of England. London, #rinted for T. Salusbury, at the 
King’s Armsin Fleetftreet, near St. Duuttan’s Church, 1643. 


NOEs was there an Age in this World, whercin Debavche- 
LW ry had proceeded to fo confiderable a Pitch as this prefent 
And it ‘may be matter of the higheft admiration, show men ar- 
rived to that heighth of Immorality, dare retain fo holy aPro- 
feffion as that of Chriiftianity, which yet plain enough many 
of them-do by their Affeverations they ufe fometimes,As they are 
Chriffians as the bope to be Saved,8¢c, Expreffions one would think 
that might make their Confciences ftarethem in the: Face! were 
they not feared as with an Hot Iron.to make theleaft pretences to 
pens Arg? Sag the hopes of Salvation,when their lives do rather 
treprefent that of Devilsand damned Spirits,chan of one chat has 
the Jeaft choughts of flying fromthe W rath to come. to fuchja 
heighth of Impudence have they arrived in finning, that any fo- 
ber perfons, ‘who'are not willing to be partaker :with them in 
their fins,” but frecly lay before them the direful confequences of 
a flagitious life, are not entertained wich that that the 
Devils did our Saviour, Art thow come to torment us before our time ? 
but loaded with all manner of Reproaches, and Calumnies 
which their malicious Tongues can utter. Yet this has not bin- 
dred butthat good men do ftill thew their diftafte of, and give in 
their. Teftimony againft fuch Monfters of Humane Nature, fo, 
as.if-they cannot’ reform them, doa lictle difturb their falfe 
Peade.that they cannot purfue their vitious Courfes without fome 
remorfe, which imbitterseven thofe finsthat are molt pleafane 
tothem. Amongothers, our Author has, in-chis Treatife, with 
thar folidity and firength of reafon, Jaidthe evil ofthofe courfes 
before them, ‘that would rth the moftProflagare {erioufly per- 

dart goon ‘im fuch pernicious 
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But to. come briefly to the Book it felf, The Author has prefixt 
to ita Preface, and Introdu€tion. 
In the Preface the Author fhews what induced: him to-write 
this prefent Treatife, and gives a general hint at the Profligate- 
nefs of this Age; and is fo far fromthinking that.he has expo. 
fed Vice in its native deformity, that he is.atraid- he has treated 
it too gently, and wifhes that every word thereia were as fharp 
as Arrows, and. as keen.asa. Two Edged Sword, that they might: 
{tab the fins to the very. heart, and bring the Offenders to fuch 
a pafs, that they. might be neceffitated to flecto 7efus for thefo. 
veraign.Balfom of his Blood to heal their wounded Conf{ciences, 
and. Ractooient there, they might fee the neceflity of a Holy Life, 
left they fee their own as well as their Saviours wounds a bleed- 
ing-a-frefh.. He alfo fhews the Reader, that he had purpofedto. 
treat of fome other malignant and capital Viccs, but perceiving 
that thereby he would fwell his Work toa Jarger Volume than. 
he defigned, and ‘confidering that by. advancing the Price above. 
the vulgar reach, he fhould rob the inferiour rank of People.of. 
the benefit thereof, he confined himf{clf a Sg only of the fins 
which feemed. to bear the moft incontroulable fway in this our, 


Mand. 

He | his Introduétion, he confiders man in his three ftates of In- - 
te pocence,Nature and Regeneration. In the firft ftate man attraét- 
He éd to himfelf the Admiration, Love and Obedience of all other, 
ie Creatures, which were fubfervient to him as their Lord and Da;. 
1a minator. In a word, the whole Creation was fo obedient to him,. 
ta as if: man were the only. Mafter-piece of God and Nature, and 


in thofe‘other created Beings but. fo many. Ornaments to fet. him 
a off with a greater. luftre. Befides, he wasendued with a never- 
a 8 dying, God:like, Rational Soul, enlightned bya clear Under, 
i & ftanding, Guided by an Uncorrupted Will, moved by pureand 
Affe@ions, and placed in.a Rank a litle below the: 
Hid 
Ta But no fooner did he-fall, bur the {cene of the Glory quickly 
changed to that of Ignominy: and Reproach his Body became. 
Diftempered, his Soulloft the Divine Imprefs, his Underftand- 
ing. was darkneds his Will corrupted and depraved, his Affe@r 
| ons vitiated and debauched, and his whole Man out of Frame — 
He had: neither Peace.within, nor Peace without ;. but all in @ 
Stormy led an unquiet, diffatisfied and,difcontented Life ; allthe 
Creatures now rofe up in aftual Rebellion. again{t their trans 
formed Lord; vindicating their Creators Honour upon one, that 
had fhamefully abufed it: And the lathes of a wounded Confcience 
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on a fenfeof his Guile were more affliftive to him by far than 
his being whipt out of Paradife. In this languid condition, 
continmucs our Author, lay the gteatelt parce of the Pofteri- 
ty of fallen Adam for near 4000 years. In the heighth of that 
Impicty was the Old World drowned, and the New Onc in its 
Nonage difperfed by a Jargon of Languages. And for that rime 
the Church feemed to be confined to Abraham and his Pofterity,, 
the Children of Jfrael, whilft the greateft part of the World lay 
in Ignorance, till che Sun of Righreoufnefs arofe with bealiug in 
his Wings, and brought Life and Immortality to Light through 
the Gofpel. 

This Blefled Lord, by a Myfterious Incarnation, condefcend- 
edto takeupon him the Nature of Man, and humbled himfelf 
and became obedient unto Death, even the Death of the Crofs ; 
and by that expiatory Sacrifice of his, he fatisfied his Fathers 
Juftice, offering himfelf once for all; in this hopeful way of Re- 
covery did he leave mankind upon his departure hence; and in- 
trufted the further Cure to Faithful Hands, who faithfully dif- 
charged the Truft committed to them, for that Fervour and 
Warmnefs for Religion began than to appear inthe World, and 
Mauger all the Perfecutions at that time Religion flourifhed and 
—_— it felf through moft corners of the World, Butno fooner. 

id the Church begin to have reft, and had the Proteftion of 
Emperors, but it became the fubjeft of its own Fewds and Ani- 
mofiries, and was overfpread with a multitude of Herelies; as 
alfo Superftition, Blind Zeal, Falfe Principlesand Intereft, drew 
a Veil quite over the Truth, Yet, he fays, the Church was: 
then free from that General Inundation of Impicty, wherewith 
lait and degenerate Age is at prefent fo overwhelmed, 
which: he briefly thews by inftanciag of fome Particulars. But 
above all, he fays, ’tismoft fad, that moft of rhe open Debau- 
chees of the Age, fhould be fo impudent asto profefs themfelves 
Church of Englands men, hoping under that pretence to efcape the 
Genfures of men here, and the Sentence of God hereafter : For 
how wnreafonable is. it to think or expe& that fo pure and un- 


defiled: a Church fhould indulge any of her Members in thofe 


horrid Debaucheries, which a fober Heathen would’ bluth to 
commit? He likewife thews what an aggravation it is of the 

ile of this Nation that it hatesto be reformed, which neither, 
fo ‘can terrifie, nor Mercies allure to Repentance, and’ 
givesa particular Enumeration of the Metcies,this Land. has re- 
ceived from the firft Reformation tothcir preferit Majefties:ref-. 
cuing us fromthe jaws of flavery’; as alfo fets 
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An Historical Account of the Choiceft 


us the feveral Judgments God has inflifted upon us for our fins } 
and concludes with fhewing what will be the direful doom of the 
Impenitent whe fhall have that dreadful fentehce pronounced upon 
them, Gog ye curfed, into everlasting Burnings, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. 

Having infifted fo much on the Introdudtion, we fhall be briefer 
on the Body of the Book. It is divided into four Chapters. 

The firft Chapt. treats of Profane Swearing, Blafphemy, Curfing 
and Peryury.. The Author herein. firlt fhews the fin ct Profane 
Swearing, fromthe Nature of a Lawful Oath. The Divinity of 
an Oath, he fays,will be more manifel*,by con fidering, 1. Thatnone 
are admitted to take it but fuch as are grown up toyears of Difcre- 
tion, excluding both the mad Perion, and Perjur'd,. 2. That 
the matter thereof fhould be grave, and’ not-trivial or unlawful: 
3. That the Form is moft Solemn,fuch asthe lifting up of the bands 
among the Jews, the laying the hand upon the Altar, as the Hea- 
thens did, upon the New Teftament, as is ufual among: us. 
4. Thacthe end is the Declaration of Truth, the deciding of Contro- 
verfies, the manifeltation of God’s glory, andthe good of human 
Societies. 5. That the obje&t thereof is only God, the Lord Je 
hovah, Since then, fayshe, the name of God ought to. be nfed 
in foweighty affairs, and with reverence, what folly and madnefs 
isi, as well as fin, upon every turn to call upon the ‘Majelty :of 
Heaven to come and wimels our trifles, untruchs and oftimes fins. 
He next fhews the evil of Blafphemv and Curfing, and demon- 
{trat«s che unaccountable folly thereof; in that there is. motive 
for it either in Atheifm, Hrreligion or Reafun and fhews the evil 
of it fusther from this.that we abhor it in thoie we either Love or 
Honour, as our Wives, ‘Childven, Relations, He briefly: 
Javs down four Pleas which common Swearers alledge to juftifie 
themlelves, as the being provoked to Auger, the creating belief there- 
by, itsbeing aa Ornament to fpeech, and a gentile accompli{hment, and 
folidiy refucesthem. He likewife fhews the force of evil Cuitomy 
and Jays betore us four Motives to forlake this fin, as; that the 
Examples of ‘more civilized Heathens (hauld ha ne us, the Cinformity. to 
the von Pi utions of the Kingdom (bould win us.the obedience we owe to 
Mither Church thould oblige, and the Terrors of the Lord (hould emt 
ftrain for fake our civil Cuftoms. He afterwards fhews the guile 
of chofe,: who, tho they do not fwear themfelves, yet delight @ 
heat-others (wear. And daft of all he fitws the horrid finfuinels.ob 
Perjory,-whether in order to circumvent or talfely. accule othetsy 
the difficuley of difluading men therefrom, and concludes with ‘Mo- 
tives to perfuade mento forfake it, drawn both from. the greaines 
the fin, and Punifhmens, 
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Books Printed in Movember, 1692. 
The 2d Ghapt. is of Drankénnefi the Auchor therein firft traces 


itsOriginal, and dates it before the Flood, and even Noah, thoa 


good man, and had feen che Earth overwhelmed by a Deluge, 
was overtaken with that fin, and’gave occafion for fuch of his Po- 
{terity as followed the fteps of curied Cansan to improve their Fa- 
thers weaknefs to a fin and trade. Hence it is that we hear of Buc- 
chanalian Crews: Yet this Intemperance of all the Heathen wag 
only to be feen among the more licentious Admirers of Bacchus; 
And this fia has but lately into ‘the Chriftian. Church.’ He 
next fhews thatit is one of the moft difficule things in the World to 
define exactly what Drunkennels is, and when a man may be faid 
tobe drunk; he defer.bes it by its eff ts, and thews the reafona- 
blenefs of {uch a defcription in 4 particulars ;\ he likewife thews the 
Infuficiency of the excufes mea make to palliaté’ theie!Dronken- 
nels ; butthe whole Duty of Man. having’ anlwered fome'of them 
already he contents himfelf with naming them, and anfwers three 


objetions made by three forts of Perfans, v:2.° The: Wits, the - 


Worl ily-wife and the Heors 3, and concludes with.a D-hortati- 
on drawn from the effects of this fing. which for brevities fake we 
omit, referring the Readet to the Book ivfelf, 

The 3d Ulacleannels where the Autior -fiiews 
his forrow and gricf for the Unive: fality ‘and commonnefs of -this 
fin: Bat he waves the enlarging upon the many Pollutionsof the 
Aze we now live in, becaufe of the mifchiefs he forefecs might arife 
from He fays itis a fin, that to {peak againft it-in proper 
terms, confequence todefend it. He contents: hiafelf with 
naming isa prelude to the rettias Mavs, 
obfcene D.feourfe, and lafcivious Contratts, and infiits on the grofler 
Acts of Furwication; Adlaltery, Incest) Hé-begins swith 
Fornication, and fhews, that befides the Evils ‘¢fubjets men to in 


the other World, it brings many evilson 5 fuch as. 


Difeifes, Duels, wafting-of cheir Etatcs, and injuring of “their 
Mind, He next proceeds to, Adultery, avd difplays thé evibof ir, 
as it isa breach of our Duty to God,our Neighboutand out felves. 
That it is 2 fii agatnft God is obviousenough. H< fhews alfo how 
it isa fin again{t others, viz, The Publick. 2. The Family of 


the Aduiterer, and the Aduleere’s. 3. As it is a breach of the 


Matrimonial Vow. 4« As it occafions Murder, in which re- 


fpeét it proves likewile a fin again{t a mans felf. It likewife brings the 
Judgments of Gojupon him. He an{wers a large objection made 


by the Adulrerer, for which I muft refer the Reader to the Book it 
felf. HH likewife thews the evil of Inceft and Rape, and the dire- 
ful confequences thereof; and afterwards gives a word of Alyice 
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476 News of Learning for Movember, 1692. 
to the Chaft, to keep .themlelves fo s.and to the Un- 
chaft to Repent and forfake it: Afterwards he lays down nine 
Pragtical Rules to be oblerved by {uch,aswould avoid ‘the odiouf. 
nefs of the fin of Ulncleannefs, which 1 fhall juft name, 1. Ref 
the Temptation at the beginning. 2. Avoid Idienefs. Keep acon- 
Stant watch over your Eyes. ‘4, Avoid ail frothy and idle difceurfe, 
5. Beware what company you keep. ‘6. Be frequent in reading and me- 
. ditating on the Holy Scriptures, 7. Mortifie your Members which are 
on Earth, &. Io Fahing add frequent Prayer, The lajt Antidote 


he gives again{t Uncleannefs, is Mirriage, and concludes with giving 
futable Advice to perfons that are to enter into this fate, or their Parents 


1A cr Relations, that 1t may prove fuccefsful, 

1 » Ghapt. 4. Is of the Profanation of the Lord’s Day. Wherethe 
ad Author firlt fhews the Reafons of -keeping Holy the firft day of the 
Week, inftead of the feventh! And next, how and by whom ie 
is Profaned, -As firft, by negle&ting the Publick Ordinance of the 


Church, or the Private ‘Duties of the Family, by exercifing our 


Day, and: {ets down Rules in order to the due obfervation thereof, 
viz, Preparation on theEve, Frequenting the Publick Ordinances 
of the Church, and a confcientious cblervation of Religious Du- 
ties at home atrer Publick Service is over. He likewife fets down 
feveral.Motives to prefs men to the obfervation ot it drawn from 
the benefits that attend the due oblerving it; and openly difplays 
chs — of Profaning it both to private Perfons and to the 
He has likewife avery wholefome. advice to the Miniftersand 
Civil Magiftrares (which having already exceeded my bounds, 
I cannot give the Abftra& of, but muft refer the Reader to the 
Book it felt) and. concludes with fetting down feveral Aéts of -Par- 
lament, Proclamations, Orderof Juftices of Peace, ec. againft 
manner of Profanity. 


yi | Ordinary Calling thereon, whether by our felves, our fervantsor 
q our Beafts, by Tipling, Feafting, Gaming, d&c. He afterwards 
has an Expoftulation and Exhortation for Celebrating the Lerds 
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me From Parts: 

are 

loie 4 TE have already informed you of the death of the late 
ing ~ famous Mr. Menage: That we have to add further con- 
nits cerning him is, That not above three hours before his death, he 


correéted a Proof of his Etymolozical DiGionary of the French Toncue: 
he That Work is Printing at the Louvre, and will not remain im- 
the it being already advanced as far as the Letter T, and 
dit the reft of the Copy being left inGaod Order by the Deceafed 
he Author: There will be added at the endof it, other Originals. 
ur of the French Tongue, compofed by on: Mr. Gafe-neuve of. Tholoufe. 
or There is in the Prefs likewife at the Louvre, a very Curious 
ds Didtionary, comptted by Father Thomfing. wherein he endeavours.. 
ds to reduce all Languages to the Hebrew ; as likewife the wor 
of, of Father Sirmond in Folio, which laft Work is very forward,, 
cs and will come out very fhortly. The Life of Cardinal Ximenes,, 
u- written by Me. Flecbier, Bifhop of Nimes, will alfo be publifhed. 
m in alicletime. The Benediéias.will fhortly fet out their life of 
m St. Hilary. The firft Tome of St. Jerome, that contains the Ca- 
ys non of the Hebrew Truth, is alfo very forward. We hall like- 
wife thortly publifh here, the firft Tome of St. Athanafiue, and 
the ly of | Father Mabilla to the Book lately compofed by. 
id the Abbot de la Trape againft Monajtick. Studies. Father Nords’s. 
sy Baok. de. Epochis Syro-Macedonum, which is fold here, caufes a. 
kind of War berween Father Hardouin, and Mr.Pailant, of whicli 
re you may have afterwards a particular account. Befides what has 
ft already been publifhed by:Mr. Bailet, there will be fhortly pub-- 
lifhed fome excellent Memoires of the Life of Defcartes, compofed. 
by a Prelate. They-are addreffed to Mt, Regis, as four Letters 
lately dire@ted' to Mt. under the Title of .Refledfi-. 
ons upon the Fudements of Learned Men. Thefe Memairs are in 
the form of Dialogues between Mr. Chanut and Mr, Defcartes, where 
that Philofopher is generally ridiculed, and confined ar laft to 
Japan, there to teach the new of the Vortexess or W hirl- 
§ pools: We are printing here a Catalogue of the. Archbifbop of 


Rbeim:'s Library much -abour the bignefs of that of the Library, 
at- Oxford, Father Commines is bufie'at_ work upon a Hiffory of eun 
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IVars with the Englifo. They have printed at Lionis, the Works 
of Petronus Arbiter, accorving toa Copy faid-to be newly found 
cutire, which is reprinted at Rotterdam, by Reinier Leers. The 
bbot Reinier des JMaigts of the French Academy. has publifted a 
Trantlation of the Poet Anucreon into Italian Verfe. Ha- 
mel has publithed Critical Reflections upon the Cartefian Sy&em of Phi- 
lofophy, as new drelt up by Mr. Regis. Mr. Vaillant has ‘put our 
his Nuwmifmata Jmperatorum RKomanrum ‘Preftantiora a Julio Cefarey 
é>c. Mr. de Bruets has begun to appear in Print again, having 
ferforth a Book of the Fanaticifm of cur Times, which relates chiefly 
tothe preccnded Fanaticks of Dolphiny. Father Joubert has compo- 
ed a Book concerning the Knowledge and Study of Medals, in favour 
of thofe who defireto learn an Art that is new become fo Ah- 
difh. There will fhortly come outa continuation of the Conver- 
fations of Made moifelle Scudery,being a-Colleétion of feveral Choice 
Pieces of the French Poets from rhe time of Charles VIl. to Benfe- 
rade inclufively. “As alfo {ome new Remarks upon_ the French 
Tongue by Father Boubours. We arctold that the Bifhop of Meaux- 
being offended Mr. Du ‘Pin fur medling with the Tranjlation of. 
the Pfalms, which he feemsto pretend to have been his Province, 
fets up for an Intormer againft him, and is publifhing fome Re-. 
matks,- whereby he.endeavours to prove, thar Mr. Dy Pin has. 


advanced feveral things in, his Works that are not Orthodox. Mc. 


.de Tillemoat two, Volumes more. in Quarto of His: 


Hiftory of the Roman Emperors, the third Tome of which goes as 
far as Dioclefian. Mr’ Fel:bien, has fet outa fecond Edition of his 
Principles of Architecture, Sculpture and Painting, and t utber Arts 
that depend on them with a Didfionary, explaining the [crms pro-. 
per to every one of thefe Ams, which is a very ufeful and fin- 
gulat Piece. There is likewife hewly come out, a Courfe-of Ar 
cliteétare, written by the Sieur Davids in two Volumes in Quarto. 
Father Bourdaloue difowns the four Volumes of Sermons lately 
Printed under his Name for the Widdow Cramoify, and now 
contrary to his firlt intentions, is, going to publith fome Sermons: 
are truly his, to prevent the like abufes of his name fot 


From Germany. 


_ Mr. Du Cros is going to write againit for Paffages in. 
Sir William Temples latt Memes ‘that him, and at, 
which “he is extreataly netled.. There ‘is lately ‘publifhed at 
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to the Hiflory of the Cimbrian Cherfonefe, containing the whole Fc- 
clefiaftical , and Learned iftory, or the, Hiflory of the State of the 
Church and of Learning in the Northern Countries of Sweden, Den- 
mark, &c..By Fobn Moller, in two Parts at Lipfick. The fame 
Author has alfo publithed two other Difcourtes upon very fin- 
gular Subje&s, the one being Intituled, of Horned Beajfts, and 
the other, of Hermaphrodites. Mr. Opitius Profeffor in Divini- 


ty inthe Univerfity of Kiel, has publitht a Hebrew and Chaldaick 


Lexicon in-Quarto, at Lipfick 1692. And another Profeffour at 
Jena, who calls himfelf Bexmeunus, has put out another Book 
in Quartovof Cafuiftical Divinity, fitted for thofe that are defigned for 
Holy Orders, : 


From Italy. 


Father Bacchini lives now at Modena, where he continues the 
fame Journal which was before called the Journal of Parma. There 
are Printed at Bononiafome Sele Tables Explained by Charlotte Ca- 
tharine Patin, a Parifian Gentlewoman, Student in the Univerfity of 
Padua, in Folio, 1692. Alfo two Epifties of Dominick Guillelmin, 
Dr. of Phyfick, one againft the Obfervations made by Papinus 
of Kunning Water and.the other concerning 
the motion and fwiftnejs of Fluid. Bodies, 8c. At Venice is lately pub- 
lifhed a Curious Chronological Hiftory of all Military Orders ot Knight- 


hood from their. firft inftitution in the World, with the Enfigns; Crofes 


Standards, Habits, Arms, Shields, Motto’s and Dewifes, 8c. ufed by 
them, and the feveral Ceremonies ufed at the making them, &c. By 
Bernard Fuftinian, a noble Venetian, in 2- Vol. Fol, 1692. Andat 
Rome, iscome out another piece, being a Ceiledtion of Sepulchral 
Lamps which the Ancients ufed to place in their Tombs, fet forth 


at Rome, in Folio by Belloriy who has caufed all the figure, of 


them to beingraved. Hedivides his work into two Parts; the 
laft of which treats of the Lamps ufed by the Ancient Chriftians, 
which by fome marks upon them, may be difcerned to have 
been fince the time of Conftantine the Great. He has added foort, 
but very | Curiews Obfervations upon the figure of cach Lamp. It 
were to be withed, he had given us a more particular explication 
of the Symbols of all the Figures which are difcovered of that kind, 
that affording a large Fieid for the Lovers of Antiquity, to exer- 


cile their thoughts upon. 


From 
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News of Learning for 1697. 
From Holland. | 


We find imthe Rotterdam Journal; aw Anfwer of 
fome Objeétions made a lace Book of his, concerning: 
Learning of which, beeaufe iccontains fome 
very material difficulriés about che ufe of Right Keafom and Comptia 
ence, } fhall fabjoyn an Abftract. 

have afferted, fays Mr. Rater, that fome Garsefians affierni 
ed, that Conftience cdntot you tell mrey there anefome, that 
With Lhad ched particular. Author sarong themofor that 
opinion. To which, | reply, that Lhave read the fabftanceoe 
what I have advanced in that point, in the printed Works of 
fome learned Gentlemen of Frifelaad, but do not remember at pre- 
fent, neither the title of the Book, nor the name of the Author 
not to make any the Books read... Howeved, 
Very well, avd Hhiak+? have advercifedinay. Reader 
of ic that Author clearly enougl: declared, chiar by Cons 
feience RE Meant nothing but-aclearand: perception itt 
things of practice. His propofition had been smuch.tefs conteftable, 
if he had uaderttood by Gonftience,’ the fecrer motions of ‘God in the 
beare, By wbie Gal ‘adminipbing 0d of Goothand evil 
fiom: the éne, and us tethe orber thaethofe 
Divinte Motions ‘ar€ thas by 
termhixinp With their own vicious aad: 


ws 


deptaved conceits,, 
make of altogethér 2 kind of Chass, and Confufion of Li 
and Darkitf, which ftraage Medley they unadvitedly @> 
with the hatic ofConfeience, wishout diftinguithing. wharis Divine. 
in it, from What tener, theyottewrakethet 
own for Diddes of Cafes, 
Od: Pave rife’co thole Ditinaions of an 
Concérnihg che’ point’ Brhing continues he, 
the Adthor would faia have! enter Gontrovertic with thé 
burt: 
J 


that f fad no thaw arbor, becanfe’ [have 

ftad him. 1 have Only Md with: a-Gentlematt 
that was of an which 
only pe-are nit ale ays to an’ erroneous Confeienée, | 
often a very great fin to the Soul, fo to dési Whigh-always hap> — 
pens, when in a thingof a Capital Nature that isevil in its fof, 
aad before God, man undertakes to judge it to be otherwile, . 
pretended principle of For then, that 
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Calls Confcience, is not a fcret infting iven by Ged to the Soul, to 
inlighten it,and divérc it evil,an it to good, ‘but ta- 
ait a mans pwn perverted fancy, ind oftentimes blind and ab- 
ftinare ofa Heart, which inflad of rectifyin 
4n gétton, may ht to do a great.deal, Jf ic it 
fromnbeing intruth menth hink upon 4 ver 
dichious Way, co cheat theméel when they rlace i) 
aa! of Conftience evety wild Pri iple that the Afcen: of 
Noddles, and then alto.that whereas 
would with fiucerity, and witHout flattering themfelves: 
the true bottom of their Confciences, they would Jearn there. to 
difttuft themfelyes, as bein nB full of darknefs ‘and corruption ; 
norco. makethe nature of ood and £vil depend on their de ra- 
ved imaginations which is fout ed only i in the and im- 
Order.of God's ‘to chtu‘e.tather ‘to fubmit tothe judement 
others, than to eheir own, atl ‘and not to make a ndife and ffir a- 
bout’ a thoufand filly things that have nothing 
them.but f pretence of Confeience, under which they 
be owded ; which .courfe if rhey took, there 
Fewer ongous now there are efpecial- 
what Wer and Vice. ‘Bur if for want of 
of thofe duties, Confctence happen’to be mifled 
into Error and Ignorepce, -becaufe that {enorance will be blameable 
and not abfolutely Zizincible. It is éeviden’, that it would be an ill 
one and fometimes a very ill, ghing, tuo, to follaw the moti- 
erroneous and that it -would'be fome- 
much better toatt ite, he conttary. “And know not 
peoplecan feign in, this.zotmn. Not 
itl deny, but that a n that fhould aft malicioufly a- 
gain ‘hat which he thould, tho a judge, td ‘be the Ordi- 
nance of God; would fin very ‘grief yi ut {uppoting a perfon 
watt that to well, I ff 
# one doany th again his. mistaken, Conftience, 
vies aut of infirmity, or e force of temptation, ot fonie- 
‘A patticalar iaflindt God, (or which” yet 
Hrong. to-take away his ‘Ichi 


che error of ‘his mifled Confcience 
perfuaded of Opinion, ‘tis not lawful” 
any cae whatfoever, rotella material he, fuch a man happens 
£0 eceive into his houfe fome innocent people pur‘ued by d 
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there be any fuch perfoas inthis houfe or no, and: this good max 
Wak outof a motive of humanity and compiffion, denieschem, nog. 
a with{tanding the fecret reproach. of his Confcrence, that he does. 
ill in telling a lie upon thac account. In this cafe, who fees not,. 
Be: that chis mans fau’t, if itbeany, is a very flight one? Whereas. 
ie he would be the caule of a very great mifchief, if to -fatisfie the. 
tigi opinion of his erroneous Coufcience, he fhould make a confeffon, thar 
would cotthofe poor innocents their lives,.and bs the caule of 
thofe wicked meas committing of mot horrid ‘crimes, which o- 
therwife would not have been done. There are a thoufand 
cafes of the like nature: Tho I'confefs there are no fewer too, 
in which it would be Worfe,; not to follow the motions of an 
erroneous Confcience thanto-obey them, and the Scripture furnithes 
us with fome fuch, Roma4.5,and 23: Bac yee there are ftill 
enough on the other fide, , at leaft to bar this conclufton from paf- 
fing tor an univerfal: Maxim,Toat always a lefs crime to follow an er- 
rowzous Conference, than to act againft it. | | 

Me. Potret concludes with an Anfwer to RefleBions 
made upon his taking St. Auguftin’s Part abot the matter of Per- 
Jecutions; which we havingno room for now, fhal) prefent you 
in our next. 
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which contains nine Volumesin Folio; and cha: belides that, he 
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The Compleat Gardxer, being full of new, mot curious, and 
ia moft experience 1 O'ylervatioas and Direétions for the managing 
a of all forts of Fruit and Kitching-Gardzns, is newly tranflared into - 
on Englifh, and in the Prefs.. Wé are alt told, Thiat the Bifbop - 
ba of Litchfield and Coventry, late of St: Afaph, recontinues his Chro- “9 ~ 
nologyy whicli has. been long interrupted, and that he has: 

Ha lately written soa Friend of his, that he had already brought 
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